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Editorial

Ahmed Al-Wahesh

Yemen is one of the Arab countries which littoral a long coastal 
strip. The coastal strip of Yemen is approximately 2500 km along 
the Arabian Sea and the Gulf of Aden in the south and the Red Sea 
in the north. Yemen is characterized by an important geographical 
location in terms of climatic and environmental diversity. Its di-
versity in terrain; mountainous, sands, and wadis. Its rich water. Its 
site has been prepared for the existence of a suitable environment 
for fishes and marine life. The abundance of fish wealth is only a 
result of Yemen’s strategic center that Allah has blessed Yemen 
with. Its location, which has marine natural borders with Oman 
in the Arabian Sea to the end of its borders with Saudi Arabia in 
the Red Sea.

The marine waters are distributed over nine governorates, six 
of which are on the coasts of Aden Gulf and the Arabian Sea, and 
three on the Red Sea, along with 163 Yemeni islands. All these 
islands have favorable conditions for the growth and reproduction 
of various types of marine life. But the governorates of Yemen 
complain of a deficit in the balance of fish exports in international 
trade between it and the countries of the world, with its ability to 

be self-sufficient in its various types of fish.
The exporting of this food wealth makes the development of 

fisheries among the strategic solutions available to modify the 
deficit in the balance of fish food exchange and contribute to im-
proving the food security situation, as the fish sector is one of the 
most important sectors of the Yemeni economy due to the quality 
of fish wealth in Yemen, where fish is exported to more than 40 
Arab, European, and Asian countries. The best types are export-
ed such as: shrimp, squid, and various fresh fishes. The share of 
the fish sector in the GDP ranges between (1-2%). The fish sector 
is a main source of protein, and the citizen’s share of production 
reaches (8) kilograms per year, but this share does not reach a third 
of the quota recommended by the World Health Organization for 
each person per year, which is (25) kilograms...

The increase demand to meet the need for population growth 
and to improve the food balance, which is a source of income for 
a large proportion of the society in villages and residential com-
munities, where most of the poor sector of the population live 
along the coasts and islands of Yemen. Although, the fish stock 

allows catching more than 350-400 thousand tons annually with-
out affecting the stock; However, the size of what is fished is still 
limited, especially in the recent period, and the participation of 
this sector in the GDP is also still limited due to the low volume 
of fish production resulting from the lack of using modern means 
of fishing operations. Moreover the presence of some reasons and 
obstacles that led to poor production, most of which are attribut-
ed to the fact that the fishing methods used in Yemen in general 
are still primitive, and the fishermen are generally unable to own 
boats equipped for modern fishing tasks on the Yemeni shores, in 
the territorial waters and the marine economic zones of Yemen. 
Therefore, the task of establishing a developed fishing industry is 
based mainly on the shoulders of the state and the investing com-
panies that suffer from a large deficit in this field. Another reason 
for the poor production is that the Yemeni coastal population lacks 
support, encouragement, education, and community awareness 
programs to organize and develop the marine sector, this is also a 
role that the state and private investments must play in accordance 
with sound scientific plans. .......Continuation on page 2
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90 million $  
  “ The fisheries sector was 

contributing as much as 3% of 
the country’s GDP, and a major 
source of employment and em-
ployment for Yemen after oil, 
providing employment for 1.5% 
of the employed.” According to 

the book.
Muhammad Awad Allan (Un-

dersecretary of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries for 
the Planning Sector and Fisher-
ies Projects) says: “The fisheries 

sector in Yemen has a very large 
economic importance. It is one of 
the sectors that have a role in im-
proving the country’s local GDP, 
and it is the national backbone for 
the national economy. In the past, 
the Ministry of Fisheries owned a 
marine fleet consisting of 23 fish-
ing boats before 1990 AD, and 
the value of crack fish catching 
revenues during the seventies and 
eighties amounted to more than 
90 million dollars, this sector sup-
plied the state budget in the first 
place.”

Eng. Nasser Abdullah Al-Nassi 
(Head of the General Authority 
for Fisheries in the Gulf of Aden, 
Lahj, and Abyan talked about the 
stage of development in the sector 
in the pre-nineties. He maintained 
“The fish sector was supplement-
ing the currency with hard curren-
cy 86%, benefited from a study 
which revealed a paper about 
fisheries in the interpretation in 
terms of quantity and quality; to 
identify marine products that are 
allowed to be caught annually 
through means and methods. It 
also helped in drawing up policies 
and plans for the State to develop 
its development programs.

 Yemen has many species of 
fish in Yemeni waters, and there 
are different types of crustaceans 
(coastal shrimp, depth shrimp, 
depth cracks, scissors, rocky 
cracks), harpoon, (wildebeest, 
sharks with more than 20 species 
in Yemeni waters, and various 
species of crustaceans (coast-
al shrimp, deep shrimp, deep 
shrimp, etc.) and mollusks as 
(squid, sea cucumber).

To preserve them, Allan af-
firms: The state issued decisions 
regarding the opening and clos-
ing of seasons for catching some 
types of fish such as squid and 
shrimp in Yemeni waters, accord-
ing to the movement of winds and 
weaves of the sea.

The Challenges

In relation to the challenges 
that caused overburdening the 
fisheries sector. Muhammad Al-
lan confirmed that ‘’ after the 
nineties till now, one of the main 
challenges that overburn the ma-
rine fishing, is the entrance of the 
private sector into the ministry’s 
affaires, through the formation 
of two companies, the Yemeni 
Company for Maritime Fishing, 

and the Investment Company for 
Sea Fishing. So, handing over the 
marketing process to the private 
sector, which drained marine re-
sources without contributing to 
increasing production and reve-
nues. He added, “The fish sector 
has suffered from the establish-
ment of institutions that replace 
the state in managing the pro-
duction, marketing process and 
providing fish services. This has 
resulted in a deterioration in the 
general conditions of the sector.”

“Because of the unstable secu-
rity conditions that the country 
has been experiencing succes-
sive periods, it has resulted in the 
sinking of about 17 ships belong-
ing to the fishing port. Currently, 
the main work is going on with 
the competent authorities to float 
the ships and remove them from 
the port to a destination that will 
be determined by the Maritime 
Affairs Authority,” Nasser said. 
Al-Nassi “The Voice of Hope”.

Al-Nassi also indicated: The 
amount of damage in the infra-
structure of the fisheries sector 
of the authority during the recent 
periods was great, as the entire 
fishing port. For example, two re-
frigerators on contains 2,000-ton 
and the other one contains 800-
ton, the central ship maintenance 
workshop, ice factories, marine 
products quality inspection lab-
oratory, and warehouses were 
damaged. The facility of landing 
centers in the districts of Al-Bu-
raiqah, Al-Mualla, Lahj Al-Sahel 
and Abyan. The value of the dam-
age exceeds one billion riyals.

The losses
 According to a report from 

(Security Information and Early 
Expenditure Report, June 2020 
AD), exports of fish and marine 
life through the Wadeah terri-
torial access during the period 
(January-September) of the year 
2019 AD recorded an amount of 

937,827,40 dollars. This shows 
the size of the losses facing the 
private sector in Yemen due to 
the conflict, where the value of 
fish exports from January to Sep-
tember 2014 amounted to about 
$653,421,205.

A National Strategy for the 
Development of the Fisheries 

Sector
The Ministry of Fisheries, 

Planning Sector and Projects is-
sued the main directions of the 
national strategy for the devel-
opment of the fisheries sector in 
May 2000, which included three 
main axes: studies, research and 
optimal exploitation of fisheries 
and coastal facilities and any fa-
cilities, in order to participate in 
improving the local production 
of the fish sector, and addressing 
the weak relations of the fish sec-
tor with development partners In 
the private and cooperative sec-
tor, and raising the effectiveness 
of scientific research in fisheries 
management.

The strategy aims to improve 
the economic fisheries situation, 
and to improve the beneficiaries 
such as fishers, associations, 
investors, the local authorities 
in the coastal governorates and 
the private sector Within an es-
timated time frame of 15 years 
from (2011-2025 AD), the de-
velopment stages of the sector 
are going, as the sub-objectives 
of the strategy include the fol-
lowing:

• Raising production quantities 
to 30% by the end of the 2025 a 
strategy year.

• Improved production value to 
100% of the producer (traditional 
fisherman).

• Increasing the quantity and 
the price of fish exports.

• Covering the coasts’ needs for 
infrastructure for the fisheries ac-
tivities.

A Central Role of the Fisheries Sector in the Development Process 

Muhammad Awad Allan (Undersecretary of 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries for the 

Planning and Fisheries Projects Sector)

Engineer Nasser Abdullah Al-Nassi 
(Head of the General Authority for Fish-

eries in the Gulf of Aden)
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 A gradual and sustainable approach will be 
reach by establishing factories that accompany 
this investment contains: factories for preserva-
tion, canning, refrigeration, and preparation for 
export. The government must establish a college 
for marine sciences and research centers. The 
graduate qualitative specializations that meet the 
labor market’s need of fisheries experts and ma-
rine environmental scientists; To develop plans 
for the development of this fisheries and to pro-
tect it from overfishing, pests, marine diseases, 
and epidemics that kill millions of fish every 
year because of polluting sea waters and beach-
es, and in order to strengthen its position locally 
and regionally. 

This responsibility rests entirely with the 
government in the matter of protecting fisher-
ies, developing this wealth, and monitoring in-
dustrial companies that can destroy fish wealth 
by throwing their toxic waste or by practicing 
blasting and trawl fishing. To make optimal use 
of this fish resources, which varies in terms of 
surface fish and bottom fish, adequate capital 
investment should be requested in the fishing 
sector. Even the private sector should be encour-

aged to establish and adopt fish farming farms 
in sites selected according to scientific studies 
and research to develop production and protect 
fish from pollution and epidemics, and to pro-
vide food and fertilizers for it. That facilities and 
privileges are provided, and modern means and 
tools for fishing are improved using modern sci-
ence methods and the method of organization is 
improved in a way that is not only conserving 
this wealth but also developing it qualitatively 
and quantitatively by carrying out modern stud-
ies and research that make the fishery sector 
an economically promising sector because fish 
farming is one of the solutions The occasion for 
a recovery in this sector is given to Yemen’s pos-
session of a coastal strip and vast areas that are 
among the longest beaches in the Arab region, 
which represent 20% of the coasts. In addition 
to the fact that these beaches are characterized 
by environmental diversity that makes them rich 
in the quality of different fish in terms of quanti-
ty and quality. About (400-450) fish and marine 
species and this requires the establishment of 
refrigeration plants, canning and preservation. 
In addition to increasing the added value in the 
fishing industry. This will be achieved by the 

Yemeni government’s interest in the fish sector 
as an urgent priority in its plans, policies, and 
overall vision towards developing the national 
economy, alleviating poverty, and achieving fish 
food security. The fact that fisheries is a renew-
able natural resource, and an important source of 
the income. Yemeni nationalism needs attention, 
as it is an economic resource.

Those responsible for this sector must work 
integrative to overcome the damage caused to 
the fisheries sector and fishermen because of the 
ongoing conflict, hurricanes, and recent tropical 
depressions (2015-2020), which led to the de-
struction of many fishermen’s boats and the de-
struction of fish landing sites, in addition to the 
spread of the Corona virus pandemic, which halt-
ed fish exports. All these factors require the work 
of solutions and remedies for these problems and 
challenges faced by traditional fishermen, en-
hancing the ability of the concerned authorities 
to impose strict marine control over the fishing 
activity, and developing an urgent plan to address 
the decline in fish production by supporting im-
proved fishing boats instead of traditional boats, 
improving fish landing centers and establishing 
sea firth and strip. And the fisheries of fish farm-

ing in an economic way, in addition to activating 
the work of all fisheries authorities and the Agri-
cultural Fishing Production Promotion Fund, im-
plementing, and activating regulations and laws 
to preserve fish wealth from tampering and solv-
ing export problems by improving production 
development, productivity, marketing and fish-
ing ports, in addition to activating and strength-
ening the role of institutions and bodies of scien-
tific research, fish guidance and quality control, 
training, rehabilitation and community education 
centers for fishermen, in addition to re-readiness 
of some fish facilities to ensure the continuation 
of providing the necessary services necessary for 
the traditional and commercial fishing fleet.

Those responsible for this sector must work 
integrative to overcome the damage caused to 
the fisheries sector and fishermen because of the 
ongoing conflict, hurricanes, and recent tropical 
depressions (2015-2020), which led to the de-
struction of a large number of fishermen’s boats 
and the destruction of fish landing sites, in addi-
tion to the spread of the Corona virus pandemic, 
which halted fish exports. Abroad. All of these 
factors require the work of solutions and rem-
edies for these problems and challenges faced 

by traditional fishermen, enhancing the ability 
of the concerned authorities to impose strict 
marine control overfishing activity, and devel-
oping an urgent plan to address the decline in 
fish production by supporting improved fishing 
boats instead of traditional boats, improving fish 
landing centers and establishing sea brews and 
tongues. And the fisheries of fish farming in an 
economic way, in addition to activating the work 
of all fisheries authorities and the Agricultural 
and Fish Production Promotion Fund, imple-
menting and activating regulations and laws to 
preserve fish wealth from tampering and solving 
export problems by improving production devel-
opment, and for this to be achieved, it requires 
the government to complete the infrastructure 
of the fish sector and institutions productivity, 
marketing and fishing ports, in addition to acti-
vating and strengthening the role of institutions 
and bodies of scientific research, fish guidance 
and quality control, training, rehabilitation and 
community education centers for fishermen, in 
addition to restoring the readiness of some fish 
establishments to ensure the continuation of pro-
viding the necessary services necessary for the 
traditional and commercial fishing fleet.

 According to the book “An Overview of the 
Development of the Fisheries Sector in the Re-
public of Yemen in 2014 provided by the Min-
istry of Fisheries” The General Commission 
for Research and Marine Sciences, which stat-
ed: “The total Yemeni fish stocks in the Gulf 
of Aden and the Arabian Sea are estimated at 
420,000 tons of fishes. The types of fish reach 
more than 400 species.

According to the book “An Overview of the 
Development of the Fisheries Sector in the Re-
public of Yemen in 2014 provided by the Min-
istry of Fisheries” The General Commission 
for Research and Marine Sciences, which stat-
ed: “The total Yemeni fish stocks in the Gulf 
of Aden and the Arabian Sea are estimated at 
420,000 tons of fishes. The types of fish reach 
more than 400 species.



Half of the Fish Production is Exported to 50 Countries Around the world 
Despite of the Challenges, the fish Sector in Yemen is Gradually Improving

Manal Amin - Samah Amlaq
Sawt Al-Amal (Voice of Hope)

The fish sector in Yemen faces 
many challenges and difficulties that 
have a significant impact on the pro-
duction process and provide the state 
treasury with hard currency that works 
to stabilize the country, developing 
it in various fields, in successive pe-
riods, and those challenges increased 
after 2015.

The continuation of the unstable sit-
uation in Yemen has led to a decrease 
in the local production of the fish sec-
tor, and a loss in the value of export 
revenues through the Shahn ports 
in Al-Mahra and Al-Wadi’ah in the 
north-east of Hadramout amounting to 
millions of dollars. the state does not 
have fishing fleets at the present time. 
Therefore, the fishermen work on their 
own boats or on boats they rent from 
the private sector. This has led to a 
lack of production.  According to a sci-
entific study entitled: “The Impact of 
the War in Yemen on Artisanal Fishing 
in the Red Sea,” Middle East Center 
at the London School of Economics 
in 2018.

Efforts and Challenges
 A report issued by the Ministry of 

Fisheries reviewed the stages of de-
velopment of the quantity and value 
of exports during the period from 2010 
to 2020. But the value of fish exports 
decreased in 2020 to 228 million dol-
lars, with a production volume of 
93346 tons of fish products, compared 
to what it was in 2010, when the value 
of exports reached $272 million with 
a production volume of 111,779 tons. 
The Undersecretary of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Irrigation and Fisheries 
for the production sector, Ghazi Lah-
mar, indicated that “the fisheries sector 
began to recover with the severity of 
the difficulties that the country is going 
through in various economic and secu-
rity aspects, as it achieved during the 

year 2020 a rate of about 85% of what 
it was before 2015”. Lahmar added “as 
a result the challenges that the state has 
faced in the fisheries sector since 2015, 
there are signs of a gradual recovery, 
especially with regard to the process of 
local production and export abroad.” 
He explained to “Voice of Hope” that 
the average annual production of Ye-
men is about 230 thousand tons of 
fish and other marine life, with a value 
of 650 million dollars, and it exports 
about 110,000 tons annually, with an 
estimated value of 300 million dollars, 
as it is exported to more than 50 coun-
tries in the world. 

Export Quantity 2021
 In a report issued by the General 

Authority for Fisheries in the Gulf of 
Aden (Aden, Lahj, Abyan) Quality 
Control Department for the period 
from January to March 2021, stated: 
“The total amount of fish and marine 
life exports to Arab, Asian, African 
and European countries amounted to 
1409196 kilograms, which included 
1002792 frozen fish, 405000 frozen 
squid, and 1404 crabs

The report also indicated that the 
total value of health certificate fees 
for exporting fish and marine during 
the same period amounted to YR 
1,031,3001.

   The report, which “Voice of 
Hope” newspaper obtained a copy 
of, indicated that the local companies 
that exported during the same period 
included: Aden Gulf Fish Company 
(Aden, Lahj, Abyan), Muammar Sea-
food Company in Aden and Aden Re-
frigeration and Service Stores in the 
free zone. “The amount of exports of 
fish products to the world during the 
first six months of 2021 amounted to 
about 46 thousand tons. It is expect-
ed that during the second half of this 
year, the indicators will exceed more 
than 100 thousand tons.” This is ac-
cording to the Director General of 
Quality and Technical Affairs at the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 

Ahmed Aboud Saleh.
 Abboud also mentioned to “Voice 

of Hope”: that the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia is the largest Arab market to 
which fresh Yemeni fish is exported, 
through the Al-Wadi’a port, followed 
by the Sultanate of Oman through 
Shahen shipping port in Al-Mahra 
Governorate. But the export of frozen 
fish is through seaports as (Aden Port 
and Mukalla Port) to East Asia, South 
Africa and other countries.

As stated in a report issued by the 
General Authority for Fisheries in 
the Red Sea, the newspaper “Voice 
of Hope” obtained a copy of it: that 
the quantity of exports of fish and 
marine life for the months (January 
to June 2021) amounted to 1837,455 
kilograms of “ squid, shrimp, sea cu-
cumber, fish oil” with a total value of 
YR 11414370.

 The report also indicated: that the 
value of production of fish and marine 
life in the Red Sea during the same pe-
riod amounted to YR 4,132,624,800, 
for a quantity of 3,744,582 kilograms 
of fish ( Kawakawa (Shiriwa), Nar-
rowbarred spanish mackerel (Derak), 
Sandbar shark (Lakham), Pinkear 
cmperor (Gahash) shrimp, squid, 
crab, cuttlefish, Indian mackerel(Ba-
ga) and other species).

Mechanism of Action
Regarding the working mechanism 

of the export process, the General 
Director of Quality, Ahmed Aboud, 
explains: The process of exporting 
Yemeni fish products to the countries 
of the world is carried out according 
to the geographical scope of the four 
bodies specialized in fisheries at the 
level of Yemen, namely (the Gener-
al Authority For the Fisheries in the 
Gulf of Aden “Aden, Lahj, Abyan”, 
the Arabian Sea Authority “Hadh-
ramout, Shabwa and Socotra”, a body 
in Al-Mahra Governorate, and the 
Red Sea Authority “Hodeidah, Taiz 
and Hajjah”).

He added “the quality management 
in the bodies collects samples from 
the frozen which produce and sends 
them to the laboratory to obtain the fi-
nal results that confirm the validity of 
the fish products for human consump-
tion and export through the container 
port or land ports, in light of the labo-
ratory report, the quality departments 
in the fisheries authorities issuance of 
the health certificate within a period 
ranging from 24 to 72 hours. Regard-
ing fresh fish, the laboratory examina-
tion process, due to European condi-
tions, takes place only through visual 
inspection (organoleptic inspection)”.

40 Operating Companies in Yemen
The number of investment compa-

nies and export offices currently oper-
ating in the fisheries sector in Yemen 

has reached more than 40 companies 
nationwide, 32 companies and export 
offices in Hadhramaut, and Aden 7 
companies and export offices, accord-
ing to Ahmed Abboud.

 The Director of the Quality De-
partment at the Public Authority for 
Fisheries in the Gulf of Aden, Fouad 
Mahmoud Shaudhry, said to “Voice 
of Hope”: “The authority has been 
supervising the process of exporting 
marine products to more than 15 com-
panies specialized in the fish sector in 
Aden during the past ten years; Four 
of them have European numbers for 
following accurate health specifica-
tions, modern and advanced standards 
in the production and export process, 
from the beginning of receiving raw 
materials to storage and the shipping 
unit. These products were constantly 
exported to East Asian countries, Eu-
rope, and South Africa.

He added, “The difficult situation 
that the country is going through has 
led to a disruption in the standards of 
the producing and exporting compa-
nies, leaving only the Gulf of Aden 
Company, which still holds the Eu-
ropean number 21 at the level of Ye-
men.”

Shaudhry also explained “The 
total amount of fish and marine life 
exports during the period from Jan-
uary to December 2020 amounted to 
5,119586.94 kilograms of frozen fish, 

squid, Filet-O-Fish, octopus, and fro-
zen coastal shrimp”.

He stressed that the export process 
takes place daily to Arab and foreign 
countries, where daily reports are pre-
pared showing the name of the export-
ing company, the date of shipment, the 
exported quantity, quality, the country 
of origin and the port of shipment (land 
or sea).

 
Treatments

“The shortage` of scientific research 
and the low production of knowledge 
regarding the size and health of fish 
stocks in terms of commercial viabil-
ity, endangered species, coral reefs and 
others, are among the most important 
challenges facing the fish sector in 
Yemen.” This was confirmed by the 
National Fisheries Strategy 2012-2025 
and the Ministry of Fisheries 2012.

 Ghazi Lahmar indicates that the 
ministry is working to overcome all the 
difficulties facing the fisheries sector 
by taking many measures that help re-
store the fishing sector to its full capac-
ity.  Then it contributes to supplying 
the national economy with hard cur-
rency, by focusing on supporting fish-
ermen with the necessary, modern, and 
safe equipment in the fishing process.

The Director General of Quality, 
Ahmed Aboud, also reviewed several 
treatments that contribute to the eco-
nomic revival of the fish sector. It is a 
wasted national wealth. He stressed on 
the need to work hard to re-develop the 
sector of fisheries by rehabilitating the 
infrastructure of all fish landing centers 
and yard  sales in the coastal governor-
ates, which is the first important point 
for redevelopment, and activating the 
role of all participants (fisherman, sell-
er, forester, consumer, exporter) in the 
fish value chain, and activating the role 
of maritime control and inspection to 
reduce overfishing and tampering with 
fish stocks, and preparing a study to es-
timate fish stocks, as it is a strategic 
stock that secures the food security sit-
uation for the population.
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Haneen Al-Wahsh – Samah Amlaq
Sawt Al-Amal (Voice of Hope)

Dr. Mayal Al-Qaisi (Doctor of Strategic 
Planning for Fisheries Management and 
Development and President of the Yemeni 
Fish Exporters Control and Inspection As-
sociation) confirms that the private sector 
makes a significant contribution to the de-
velopment of the fisheries sector, as some 
investors have established ice factories, fish 
markets, packing factories and other sup-
portive services This vital and important 
sector, which is a source of national income 
for the Republic of Yemen. It is also an 
operator for other sectors, and a source of 
livelihood for thousands of working hands. 
In addition to that, it is one of the factors 
helping to achieve food security for fish.

Challenges
Al-Qaisi told “Voice of Hope” that ‘’the 

fish sector suffers from many problems and 
challenges that have affected the economic 
situation in the country and have recently 
increased. So the fish sector has become a 
burden on the state and the national econo-
my since 2000 to 2015, which pushed the 
private sector during that period to fish in-
vestment by opening more than 55 facilities 
in Yemen to prepare and freeze fish, which 
included many workers who support their 
families, but due to the deteriorating condi-
tions in the country, most of these facilities 
closed their doors in front of workers. In 
that time, the public sector closed its large 
facilities. There are ten refrigerators across 
the country, this led to the workers in these 

facilities joining the category of unemploy-
ment and poverty after they were producers 
and contributors to the country’s national 
product.

Exporting Quantity and Productivity
 The General Authority for Fisheries 

in the Gulf of Aden indicated in a special 
report to “Voice of Hope” that the total 
amount of exports from marine life during 
the year 2020 amounted to 5,119586.94 kg. 
The quantity of exports of marine products 
in the period from January to March of the 
year 2021 amounted to about 1409196 kg.

As for the quantities of fish and aquatic 
organisms, the total production during the 
same period in the year 2021, was estimat-

ed at 7,764,321 kg.
And in a report issued by the General Au-

thority for Fisheries in the Red Sea (Hajjah, 
Hodeidah and Taiz), between the amount of 
fish and marine life that were exported by 
“Al-Jazeera Marine Resources Company, 
Roban Al-Behar for Import and Export of 
Fish, Al-Qaisi for Fish, and Shati Al-Aamal 
Company for Products Marine, Golden Sea 
Marine Life Company, Zahi Export, Zong 
Long Company, Al Azani, Sahte Amwaj the 
Red Sea, and Muammar Seafood Compa-
ny” during the period from January to June 
2021 amounted to 837,455 kilograms, with 
a total value of 11414,370 riyals.

The special report of “Voice of Hope” 
indicated that the amount of fish produc-

tion during the year 2020 amounted to 
2,6484,175 kilograms of various marine 
products, and that the value of production 
amounted to YR 40,56838,500, while the 
amount of exports is 4,472,765 kilograms, 
with a value of $ 11,105,173.

  
The Private Sector and Fish

A report on the General Authority for 
Fisheries in the Arabian Sea states that the 
number of companies, offices and factories 
currently operating in the Arabian Sea has 
exceeded 40 facilities, canning, and grind-
ing factories, export offices and places for 
drying fish. The most important companies 
and factories are (Broum Company for 
Fish, Al-Tamimi Company, Al-Bashayer 

Fish Company and Arab Sea Products Ltd., 
Al-Wadi Refrigerator for Trade, Arous Al-
Bahr Fish Company, Yemen Fish Company, 
Al-Mukalla Fish Canning Factory, Al-Men-
hali Corporation for Fish and Al-Qurain for 
Import and Export).

   
Muammar Food Company

Muammar Seafood Company, located 
in Aden, which specializes in preparing, 
freezing, and storing seafood, is one of 
the most important companies specialized 
in the fish sector. The rise in prices and 
the difficulty of obtaining raw materials in 
the packaging process, and these problems 
began since the beginning of the conflict. 
We are currently seeking to develop radical 

The Role of the Private Sector in Supporting Fisheries and Supplementing National IncomeThe Role of the Private Sector in Supporting Fisheries and Supplementing National Income

The private sector plays a major 
role in the process of economic invest-
ment in the fisheries sector in general. 
Also, it has had a significant share in 
supporting the national economy and 
achieving food security in the country, 
and the employment of labor that has 
suffered a lot under unemployment 
and poverty.

Fishery wealth is a sustainable wealth and one of the most important pillars 
to the country’s economy if it is invested properly. In Yemen, fishery resources 
are still intact wealth that has not been exploited yet in the required manner to 
achieve a positive return to the state treasury, and necessarily on the life of the 
citizen.

In order to learn more about this national wealth, the “Voice of Hope” inter-
viewed Mr. Rashidi Mahmoud Rashidi (A journalist and researcher specializing 
in fishermen and marine life affairs in the Gulf of Aden, a contract employee in 
the Fisheries Guidance Department at the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and 
Fisheries) to discuss the importance of the fishery sector in the country.

Fishermen and Marine Life

Samah Emlaak- Sawt Al-Amal (Voice of Hope)

- What is your assessment of the current situation 
of the fisheries sector in Yemen?

Undoubtly, fisheries sector constitutes one of the 
main pillars of supporting the country’s economy, but 
lately - and unfortunately - this sector has suffered a lot 
due to absence of organized work. Despite the pres-
ence of more than one party responsible for marine 

life, including fisheries, traditional fishermen among 
others, there is no actual coordination by which we get 
informed about the annual production on regular basis, 
starting with the landing centers and what the fisher-
men produce. 

This has created an actual absence, not only with 
regard to fish production in terms of quantity and qual-
ity, but even with regard to the life and requirements of 
the fishermen. Although it is responsible for the work 
and life of fishermen in the sea, the role of the govern-
ment is absent. There is no control over the fishermen’s 

work and thus a depletion of fishery wealth as a result 
of indiscriminate overfishing. The discussion on this 
matter is too long.

- Indiscriminate fishing threatens rare and en-
dangered fish species. Where is the role of regu-
latory bodies in organizing and supervising such 
things?

At the present time, fishermen practice fishing in the 
sea day and night without supervision. The complete 
absence of the state and the concerned authorities has 
made the fisherman a tool to exhaust and deplete the 
fishery wealth of his country. Official place respon-
sibility of these threats to the current situation of the 
country.

- So, what’s the solution?
There is only one solution if we are serious about 

solving the problem. We have to focus on organiza-
tions. There are many of them support the fishermen 
unthoughtfully. If we direct this support, according to 
real scientific studies, towards fishermen with what 
they need, then perhaps we will find solutions to such 
disorganized work, indiscriminate fishing and endan-
gered fish species.

Hence, we have to reconsider and believe that effec-
tive integrated work will save us from these threats, 
otherwise we will reach the stage of importing instead 
of exporting as a result of the scarcity of fish.

- What are the factors that will help the private 
sector and organizations invest in the Yemeni fish-
eries sector?

Investment in Yemen needs scientific and thoughtful 
evaluation. Besides, it needs to conduct some research 
and studies about. Certain species will be invested for 
a specific period and then the fishing will stop in order 
for these species to multiply again, and upon stopping, 
investment in other types of fish and other marine or-
ganisms will begin.

But unfortunately, there is a lack of awareness and 
an absence of systematic work, not only in how to op-
timally invest, but even in how to preserve the rest of 
the fisheries wealth, or let’s say marine wealth.  The 
security situation is an important factor that may help 
invest in fisheries.  Security and stability in the coun-
try prompt foreign companies to come and invest. In 
such cases, these companies will bring along them 
modern and advanced tools and capabilities not only 
in the field of fisheries but in the field of investment 
as a whole. Moreover, such investments will provide 
job opportunities for those who have experience and 
knowledge in their various fields of specialization, in 
return, the financial and economic returns will be very 
great.

- What are the most prominent natural and human 
phenomena that pose a threat to Yemeni marine life?

 

 

Quantity and value of fish production and fish exports 
to the Red Sea for the year 2020, distributed according 

to the months 
 

 

No. Month Production 
quantity 

kg 

The 
production 

value is riyals 

Export 
quantity 

kg 

Export 
value in 
dollars 

1 January 117656 166278900 341,916 772,981 
2 February 160529 275873000 572,697 1,675,954 
3 March 541795 738914010 467,284 836,179 
4 April 917966 864128600 359,836 902,070 
5 May 712453 789743900 320,592 701,480 
6 June 2063793 1780520700 269,772 735,500 
7 July 4393997 7362436822 512,474 1,024,947 
8 August 5492496 8570785631 431,542 1,108,655 
9 September 5053097 7911687127 438,112 1,064,059 

10 October 3515197 5947356810 237,430 643,200 
11 November 2636397 4490874900 177,956 512,328 
12 December 878799 1669718100 373,154 1,177,820 

Total 26484175 40568318500 4,472,765 11,105,173 

Republic of Yemen 

Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and Fisheries 

The General Authority for Fisheries in the Red Sea 
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No.                                                                                              Months Notes
Types January February March April May June Total

1 Zainoop(long-
tail tuna)

0 0 11,237 10,113,300 30,000 36,000,000 54,00 45,00,00 35,000 42,000,000 66,000 55,400,000 187,237 192,513,300

2 Shiriwa(k-
awakawa)

0 0 5,620 3,372,000 12,0000 8,400,000 56,00 33,600,000 49,4000 29,400,000 00,000 44,000,000 210,620 116,772,000

3 Derak( Narrowbarred 
Spanish Mackerel)

4,1100 10,250,300 4,515 19,260,000 18,500 92,500,000 400,000 220,000,000 21,000 84,000,000 25,000 100,000,000 113,414 526,010,000

4 Magla 0 0 0 0 9,000 31,500,000 24,000 96,000,000 0 0 13,200 39,600,000 46,200 167,100,000
5 Hamoor(Emperor Red Snapper) 0 0 3,650 9,925,000 24,000 96,000,000 0 0 14,000 42,000,000 47,400 142,200,000 89,250 263,525,000

6 Lakham(Black 
reefvshark)

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 88,000 79,200,000 88,000 79,200,000

7 Gahsh( 
Longface 
emperor)

14,1188 28,236,000 27,000 59,400,000 87,000 195,000,000 46,000 160,000,000 63,000 126,000,000 64,300 133,740,000 320,413 702,576,000

8 Baiad (Or-
angespotted 
trevally)

12,942 7,765,200 44,800 35,840,000 96,000 86,400,000 120,000 120,000,000 140,000 126,000,000 506,000 404,800,000 919,742 780,805,200  

9 Bagha(Indian 
Mackerel)

14,118 4,541,300 0 0 0 0 112,000 39,200,000 91,000 27,300,000 154,000 46,200,000 371,111 117,641,300

10 Kod (cod) 5,882 5,882,000 52,200 52,200,000 27,000 29,700,000 0 0 88,000 105,600,000 207,000 24,840,000 380,082 218,222,000
11 Lakham (Sanbdar 

Shark)
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

12 Harat (King 
soldier 
bream)

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

13 Dareb (Talang 
queenfish)

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

14 Gamberi 
(Shrimp)

14,300 28,600,000 17,700 44,250,000 32,500 113,760,000 11,400 57,000,000 0 0 0 0 75,900 243,600,000

15 Habar(Squid) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
16 Abu-Maks(Cr-

ab)
700 560,000 0 0 0 0 4,800 3,360,000 0 0 0 0 0 0

17 Other types 21,100 8,440,000 36,000 21,600,000 150,000 120,000,000 176,000 140,800,000 140,000 112,000,000 414,000 289,800,000 937,100 692,640,000
Total 
amount   

87,260 94,674,500 203,222 255,660,300 477,000 809,250,000 653,200 914,960,000 641,000 694,300,000 1,682,600 1,363,780,000 3,744,582

Statistics of fish and marine life production in the Red Sea during the period from January to June 2021 



Dihamri Biosphere Museum in Socotra

Nasim Mohamed Dehamari

Socotra Island is the largest of the Yemeni islands, with 
an estimated area of 3,650 square kilometers, according to 
the Fisheries Investment Guide issued by the Ministry of 
Fisheries in the year 2017. The island is one of the most 
important marine reserves with the richest fishing areas.

“Dihmeri reserve” is the most prominent nature reserve 
in Socotra, as it is characterized by enchanting natural 
beauty and marine and coral diversity.To know this re-
serve, Voice of Hope had a special meeting with the direc-
tor of the reserve, Nasim Mohamed Dehamari.

Natural climate fluctuations, occurring in many 
countries of the world, threaten marine life in general, 
including fish, oyster, lobster and others. The waters of 
the Gulf of Aden have begun to be affected by these cli-
matic changes; the seasonal winds in the Gulf of Aden 
is southwest and northeast. These seasons of natural 
winds have strong repercussions on the marine envi-
ronment in terms of changes in currents and thus wave 
height. Climate changes, such as the high temperature, 
high water currents and the different low temperatures 
in one bottom from another, have made the bottom cur-
rents of the Gulf of Aden more intense. All these natu-
ral factors have changed the well- known climate of the 
waters of the Gulf of Aden that have been known as one 
of the most important fisheries in the world. The Gulf 
is currently suffering from the scarcity of fish that were 
previously available in large quantities. In addition, the 
number of fisheries have decreased; the number of fish-
ermen have continued to increase; there is a great de-
mand for fishing in the sea, which affected the presence 
of fish. The the young fish are caught before the large, 
so there is no breeding, mating, or laying eggs.

- What are the most salient endangered fish spe-
cies in the Gulf of Aden?

There are many, such as the narrow-barred Spanish 
mackerel (Derak), Indian mackerel fish (Bagha), and 
types of Bagrus (Baiad). Fish no longer reproduce and 

lay eggs as they get caught before they spawn. All these 
matters and problems deeply affect marine life. Rare 
and endangered fish species have not been recorded 
so far. We expected it to be recorded during the past 
years, but there is a clear absence of the roles of both 
the Ministry of Fisheries and the Coast Guard, which 
are authorized to do so. They must be firm in their de-
cisions in order to close the season of fishing for breed-
ing and mating. However, there is a serious problem if 
they succeed in doing so, the fishermen would starve to 
death. In order to preserve the rest of the fishery wealth 
and marine life in the Gulf of Aden, these matters need 
well-studied economic and scientific solutions.

- What are the appropriate solutions from your 
point of view?

We are helpless in the face of natural matters and 
can do nothing about. Yet, the state can do something 
about fishermen and the increase in their number since 
we have a lot of decisions and legal legislation from the 
Ministry of Fisheries about closing and opening certain 
seasons for specific types of fish. For example, when 
the Ministry issues a decision to close the squid fish-
ing season for a period of three months, it is necessary 
during this period to secure livelihoods for fishermen to 
stop fishing. Unfortunately, we will not find any solu-
tions to these threats in the absence of the state.

The fisherman is the enemy of himself. He exhausts 

the wealth of future generations. As long as he contin-
ues in his unconscious indiscriminate overfishing, he 
will pay a stiff price.

It is also necessary to refer to the current danger 
posed by Safer tanker or the “floating tanker”. It is 
considered the greatest threat to the environment of 
the Red Sea. It is close to Hodeidah and the Ras Issa 
area. If the crude oil leaks, there will be no marine 
life in the Red Sea, and all coral reefs, Demersal and 
migratory fish will die in the Red Sea. We are talking 
about one million barrels of crude oil! A major ca-
tastrophe! 

This will not only harm Yemen; many countries 
share the Red Sea, including Saudi Arabia, Egypt and 
Eritrea. The Red Sea is like a strait or a channel, and 
its waters are not wide. So, if stong currents occur, our 
oil-polluted waters may move to other countries. There 
are also about 600 fishermen living on the shores of the 
Red Sea, so where do they get resources to live if they 
lose them?!

- In the end, are there any recommendations you 
would like to offer in this regard?

I recommend finding competent and trustworthy 
people at work. If we want to revive the fishery sector, 
we must assign tasks to those who are worthy of them, 
not only in the field of fisheries, but in the areas of life 
in general.

solutions to contribute to the continuation of 
the production process.

 Muammar also confirms to “Voice of 
Hope” that there are no economic projects 
that contribute to reviving the fish sec-
tor now, especially regarding fish farming 
in the Gulf of Aden and the Arabian Sea, 
which negatively affects the fish stocks in 
the country.

Broome Fish Company
Broome Fish Company in Hadhramaut 

is a national company engaged in catching, 
preparing, packaging, marketing and ex-
porting fish and marine life. Ali Al-Hubai-
shi (the director of the company and head 
of the Yemeni Fish Exporters Association) 
explains that the company relies on sound 
fishing methods that preserve the marine en-
vironment in the Yemeni coasts, according 
to the fishing laws established in the law on 
the fish sector.

He stressed that the company is keen to 
apply internationally approved systems that 
contribute to the growth of the fisheries in-
dustry and the preservation of the environ-
ment and fisheries. Because the fresh and 
frozen fish are sold at the same quality for 
the local and foreign consumers, and that 
the company depends in setting its prices 
on the consumer’s ability to reach 30 % less 
than others market prices, so that everyone 
can get fish, especially those with limited 
income.

Causes of Prices Increase
Muhammad Rabie (the owner of Al-Noor 

Grocery from Aden) says “The prices of lo-
cal seafood products are constantly increas-
ing as a result of their imposition by traders 
on the pretext of the high cost of shipping, 
transportation and oil prices during the last 
ten years, resulting from the deterioration of 
the difficult conditions the country is going 
through, and the lack of control over mer-
chants, which exacerbated a purchasing cri-
sis among citizens. 

Essam Al-Uzaibi (a fisherman from 
Aden) confirms that the main reason for the 
high prices of fish and marine products is 
the depreciation of the national currency 
against the foreign currency, the high prices 
of oil derivatives, and other purchases such 
as boats and fishing equipment, in addition 
to the arrival of windy seasons in which 
fishing is very little.

Here, we hear Dr. Mayal Al-Qaisi (a 
doctor in strategic planning for the manage-
ment and development of fisheries and the 
head of the Yemeni Fish Exporters Control 
and Inspection Association) say “The ab-
sence of a comprehensive strategic vision 
for dealing with the fish sector in terms of 
its position in the general framework of the 
country’s national economy has led over 
the past years to the widespread practices 
of commercial and industrial fishing, tam-
pering with this wealth, eroding pastures 
for fishing and destroying coral reefs, and 
then the migration of fish to other countries, 
and the exploitation of this national wealth 
by traders, which needs to implement that 
vision effectively.

By: Alia Muhammad
Voice of Hope

  

First, tell us about the site of the 
reserve?

Dihamri is in the north-east of So-
cotra Island, 23 km away from Hadibo, 
the island’s capital. almost. The Dehmai 
Marine Reserve includes Al-Ra’s Land 
(Ra’s Dehmi), the coastal area and the 
sea waters surrounding Ra’s Dehmari 
to the east, north and west, and include 
marine areas up to a depth of approxi-
mately 300 metres.

When was Dehmere declared a na-
ture reserve?

Dihamri was declared a nature re-
serve by Republican Decree No. (275) 
for the year 2000 AD, as part of the plan 
to divide Socotra Island and the other 
group of islands into areas of nature 
conservation, areas of sustainable use 
of resources and areas of development.

Why was “Dihamri” reserve given 
this name?

It was called by this name because 
there are two Rocky Mountains of red 

granite in the reserve, reaching a height 
of about 40 m, above sea level, and 
from them the area took this name, as 
Hamri means in the Socotra dialect: 
red for dual and the singular of which 
is Hamer.

What distinguishes Dehmeri Re-
serve from other nature reserves?

The reserve is characterized by its 
attractive nature, the diversity of the 
surrounding coasts, in addition to the 
great diversity of coral reefs. It contains 
a huge amount of biological species 
found in land, coastal and underwa-
ter areas. Its soil is characterized by 
a grainy clay soil that is red-colored. 
Some of the small palm plantations near 
the village of Dehmeri where palm trees 
have recently been planted.

How many marine life and coral 
reefs are estimated in the reserve?

 About 150 species of fish were re-
corded in the reserve, which includes 
25% of the total fish found in Socotra, 
and coral reefs contain most of these 
fish. The Dihamri Marine Reserve in-
cludes about 16 types of sea crabs. Two 
types of sea turtles, green and hawks-
bill, were also recorded in the reserve. 

The reserve contains some types of 
coral reefs estimated at 80 types of 
corals, such as table reefs, branched 
reefs, solid and crust reefs, in addition 
to soft corals. 

The reserve is one of the four most 
important sites for crustacean species 
among the fifty sites in the group of 
islands. The number of registered 
species of sea crabs in the reserve is 
19. There are two types of cracks re-
corded in the reserve, while the types 
of algae are limited in the reserve and 
information about them is still few.

Where is the importance of this 
reserve came from?

The reserve is important for many 
reasons. One of main reasons is that 
these species are found only on Socotra 
Island. They are not found elsewhere, in 
addition to the fact that fish are rare and 
limited in the Socotra group of islands, 
and the marine habitats in the reserve 
vary, unlike in the rest of the marine 
reserves. 

Dehmeri Reserve can be classified 
into two ecoregions depending on the 
depth that affects the formation of the 
vital marine environments:

The first semi-coastal region (the sub-
merged region region), where the depth 
of this region reaches from the lowest 
point of the islands to a depth of 15 m. 
This region is characterized by a diverse 
cover of coral reefs that form directly 
on the rocks in the western part of Ras 
Dihamri.

 The second coastal region, and the 
coastal region extends from the low-
est point reached by the islands to the 
highest point reached by the tide, and in 
this region, there is a diversity of hab-
itats - a natural coastal ecological area 
that supports many organisms that live 

in the region.
Are there problems facing the re-

serve, and what are the best solutions 
for that, tell us about that?

 The reserve faces a major problem 
which is related to visitors, throwing 
their waste inside the reserve and do not 
dispose of it safely, especially plastic, 
which negatively affects the reserve and 
distorts the general view. Therefore, we 
have developed several solutions that 
will contribute to solving this problem 
by rehabilitating and training the local 
staff in the reserve, conducting clean-up 
campaigns to remove plastic and solid 
waste from the coasts, in addition to 
creating guiding boards for visitors to 
prevent the dumping of waste, and ob-
ligate them to preserve the general aes-
thetic view of the reserve.

We call on the concerned authorities 
to provide a wooden floating bridge to 
protect the coral reefs from visitors, and 
to ensure the safety of the visitor and 
the safety of the coral reefs. The author-
ities have to equip a boat with the en-
gine to protect and monitor the reserve 
from fishermen outside the area who are 
indiscriminately fishing in the reserve.
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By: Alia’a Mohammed
Sawt Al-Amal (Voice of Hope)

Poor Hygiene and Poor Storage

Aref Al-Shama’a, who is from Sa-
na’a, said “Sana’a markets receive 
large quantities of fish coming from 
the coastal areas. It takes a long time 
for these fish to reach them, up to a 
whole day. The fish are stored for a 
whole day in refrigerators to preserve 
fish. Then, they are sold the next day, 
due to the long time it takes to reach 
Sana’a, it reaches them, spoiled or lost 
its quality.” According to him, “It is 
well known that fish is one of the fast-
est foods that spoils and needs a special 
method of preservation.”

 For his part, Sadiq Ali who is from 
Ibb confirms that “hygiene is lacking 
in the fish markets, in addition to the 
spread of unpleasant odors and the fish 
seller are indifference of the cleanli-
ness of the place, saying: “We see fish 
waste scattered everywhere and gath-
erings of flies, in addition to the cha-
os, randomness and the lack of orga-
nization of the stalls. Some sellers put 

the fish in pots on the ground, so they 
remain uncovered for a long time with-
out being covered”.

Unsuitable Places
Arwa Fadl who is a housewife from 

Aden explained that “most of the scat-
tered fish markets operate in unquali-
fied places, and do not adhere to any 
conditions or regulations. They also, 
do not conform to cleanliness and food 
hygiene standards. In addition to the 
absence of a supervisory role for fish 
sellers, so it is possible for rotten fish 
to be sold or mixed with fresh fish, but 
many do not realize that it has lost its 
quality only after cooking it. Because 
of its bad smell and taste.

“There is a great responsibility on 
the local authorities represented by the 
cleanliness Fund and the Fisheries Au-
thority to monitor and follow up on the 
markets, and it is necessary to have a 
plan to improve the level of work of 
the fish markets and develop them in 
terms of area and location,” according 
to Saeed Goodal from Hadramout.

Slow Recovery 
Fouad Al-Jilani who is media direc-

tor of the Public Authority for Fisher-
ies in the Red Sea from Hodeidah city, 
says “The fish market is going through 
a slow recovery, but it is better than it 
was before, as it was not subject to any 
supervision from any party, neither for 
hygiene in general nor for regulation of 
the stores.”

 As for prices, Al-Jilani says “There 
is no specific price for fish, as sellers 
are manipulating prices, but now the 
General Authority for Fisheries in the 
Red Sea has managed to limit price 
manipulation, and it has imposed on 
the fisherman to display the types of 
fish he caught to the public auction 
arena, and from there Bidding takes 
place and setting the price for each 
type of fish, and of course there are 
types of fish that are expensive, such as  
narrowbarred spanish mackerel , and 
others that are cheap, such as Indian 
mackerel (Baga).

Exorbitant Costs and Prices
Saeed Goodal says, “In the markets 

of Hadhramaut Governorate, there are 
fantastic prices for fish, and it is diffi-
cult for the poor citizen to buy them, 
especially during the northern winds 
seasons that prevent fishermen from 
entering the sea.”

He added, “There are different types 
of fish, there are excellent types, oth-
ers are medium ones, and there are the 
lowest quality ones, which are accept-
ed by most people due to their lower 
prices compared to the prices of excel-
lent quality fish.”

As for Hassan Al-Hadidi who is a 
fish seller in Sana’a said “The cost of 
transporting fish from Hodeidah and 
the coastal area to Sana’a is very high. 
Their prices differed from what they 
were before. The fish sector was great-
ly affected by the ongoing conflict, the 
trucks that were arriving in six or sev-

en hours is now taking a long time to 
get there because of the length of the 
road.”

Specifications and Standards
Um Amr Ahmed who is a housewife 

from Aden, notes that there are several 
signs that she relies on in her selection 
of fish, starting with the color. Fresh 
fish should be bright red in color and 
not brown, in addition to the smell 
through which you can make sure 
whether the fish is Edible or spoiled, 
with the peel, which should be non-
sticky.

In a special statement to “Voice of 
Hope”, Mofeed Al-Halimi (Under-
secretary of the Ministry of Health 

and Environment) explained that fish 
markets, like all other markets, must 
meet all the environmental conditions 
and health technical specifications 
that make them qualified to carry out 
their mission optimally. The first one 
of these conditions is the location of 
the market. It must be equipped with 
an advanced air conditioning system to 
maintain appropriate temperatures to 
maintain the quality of the fish during 
the handling stages.

He added “It is necessary to provide 
cold rooms, storage, ice production 
units, and other specifications that are 
specialized to be applied by the com-
petent authorities, most notably the of-
fice of the Ministry of Fisheries.”

Fish is one of the main sources that meet the needs of the in-
dividual. In Yemen, the coastline is more than 2500 km long, ac-
cording to data published by the Ministry of Fisheries in 2012. 
These areas are characterized by different types of fish, which 
researchers estimated at more than 600 types of fish and marine 
life. According to the Fisheries Investment Guide. It is issued by 
the Ministry of Fisheries in the year 2017, a number of which are 
distributed to the markets of the Yemeni governorates, which are 
witnessing a large and continuous flow. On a tour by “Voice of 
Hope” in the fish markets, the newspaper briefed the situation of 
the markets and heard the opinions of citizens and sellers. Their 
impressions of these markets and how much they evaluated them 
are revealed to the newspaper.

Looking at Fish Markets in Yemen.. The General Situation and Citizens AwarenessLooking at Fish Markets in Yemen.. The General Situation and Citizens Awareness

Most of the fish 
markets are operating 
in places that are not 
health. It does not com-
ply with any conditions 
or regulations and does 
not conform to hygiene 
and food health stan-
dards.
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By: Rajaa Mukred - Haneen Al-Wahsh
Sawt Al-Amal (Voice of Hope)

Numbers
According to the latest statistic obtained by 

“Voice of Hope” from the Director of Planning 
and Statistics Sector at the Ministry of Fisher-
ies in Sana’a, Dr. Maryam Taher. The statistics 
shows: The number of fishermen who lost their 
sources of income, which reached more than 
(37,388) fishermen, and the number of com-
pletely destroyed boats in the coasts Hodeidah 
and Hajjah (224) boats.

 The total cost of the boats destroyed by the 
conflict was $4,712,443. The number of boats 
that stopped their activity as a result of the con-
flict reached (4586) boats. Most of them in the 
district of Midi, Hajjah governorate, Dhibab 
district, Bab al-Mandab and Mocha in Taiz, 
whose production was lost at an amount of 
(655,170,698) dollars.

The number of fishermen that the conflict 
caused damage to their standard of living rang-
es to more than 2.5 million in coastal cities and 
villages along the coastal strip in the Red Sea.

Fishermen’s Challenges
Daris Ahmed, who is a fisherman from 

Hodeida said “the majority of fishermen have 
refrained from fishing due to the ongoing con-
flict, which has affected the fishing process, the 
death of many fishermen, and the destruction 
of their boats on the coast.

Ahmed confirms that many of his fishermen 
acquaintances died as a result of the conflict, 
and their families became without a bread-
winner. So, many children began working in 
the fishing profession, but the daily income is 
low. Even the necessary fishing equipment is 
not available, which made many families, in-
cluding these families, migrate to Sana’a. After 
the destruction of their only source of income 
which is the boat.

Ismail Muhammad who is a fish dealer in 
Hodeidah and the fishermen’s agent said “The 
fishing situation differed with the conflict, and 
most of the fishermen. Despite the dangers of 
fishing on the western coast of the governorate. 
Besides, the risk of death in order to support 
their families.

Ismail Muhammad added that in the past, 
fishermen could raise fish. Each fisherman 
raised 400,000 small fish under the water, and 
the process was done by making trees on the 
seabed, next to them large stones (buildings 
for fish). The fish reproducing, but now from 
two to three days the fisherman collects fish of 
the buildings he prepared, then the large fish 
come and devour them, or they die because of 
the (Israeli nets), which causes the elimination 
of marine life. Because it contains thin layers 
that cause the death of fish... He stressed, the 
fish wealth is sustainable, and it only requires 
concern and efforts from the state with the fish-
ermen.

Many fishermen’s families, as soon as the 
breadwinner is harmed, their living conditions 
are affected and the family’s children cannot 
continue their education, as some women fish-
ermen do not practice the profession. This is 
the family of Hassan Abdo, 22, a fisherman in 
Al-Khaisa area, Aden. After an accident that 
prevented him from movement, his family lost 
the breadwinner who spent his life at sea and 
fishing profession.

Irregularities Challenges
One of the most prominent irregularities 

against fisheries are overfishing. Specially by 
traditional fishermen and foreign ships that de-
stroy the marine environment and coral reefs. 
It pollutes the Yemeni coasts with chemicals 
and oil, according to Mohammed Abbas, Di-
rector General of Monitoring, and Inspection 
at the Ministry of Fisheries Wealth - Sana’a).

He explained that there is disclosure of 
many families who lost their only breadwinner 

and livelihood source (the boats). There are 
ships, which observe fishermen boats, if they 
catch fishermen, they hire them, confiscate 
their property, make them work hard labor, and 
even trade them.

Regarding the solutions taken by the min-
istry, Muhammad Abbas said “The situation 
before the conflict was different, as there were 
field visits by observers on board the coastal 
and commercial boats, to guard the territorial 
waters.

He stressed that stopping the ongoing con-
flict is one of the most important solutions to 
provide the fishermen’s needs, such as: com-
pensating them for their destroyed boats, as 
well as their homes, rehabilitating the marine 
environment, developing quick and long-term 
treatments, providing job opportunities for 
fishermen’s families, and providing fishing 
nets. The one who is responsible of providing 
all these things is the state.

The Challenges of Pollution 
Sami Muhammad who is a fish expert, con-

firmed “The continued occurrence of oil spills 
in the sea endangers marine life, and it is nec-
essary for the concerned authorities to conduct 
studies and research on fisheries and ways for 
caring and developing them.

 About that, “Voice of Hope” met with Pro-
fessor Abdul-Hakim Saeed, Director of the 
Center for Marine Environment Studies and 
Pollution (OEMs), who said that the Marine 
Environment Studies and Pollution Center was 
established in 1992, which is one of the centers 
affiliated to the General Authority for Marine 
Sciences Research and Aquatic life. The Cen-
ter aims to study pollutants of all kinds, mon-
itor changes, and preserve biodiversity in the 
sea”.

He added that the center studies the marine 
environments that are directly or indirectly 
affected by these pollutants, ensuring their 
safety, and working to preserve them, as they 
constitute incubating environments for the pri-
mary food chains in the food chain and essen-
tial for the reproduction of organisms and fish 
in the water.

Researcher Abdul-Hakim confirmed that the 
center aims to establish an information base 
on pollutants and marine pollution. Its sourc-
es in the Yemeni marine environment, and to 
provide studies and scientific research in the 
field of marine pollution, which contributes to 

the conservation of living marine resources. 
Talking about the role of the center and solu-
tions to confront pollution, Abdul-Hakim said 
that the center develops programs to monitor 
pollutants in the marine environment, through 
environmental monitoring of Yemeni beaches 
and coasts. Identifying pollution levels and dif-
ferent sources.

He pointed out that these studies, proposals 
and treatments are aimed at how to preserve 
fish resources and their gathering areas along 
the Yemeni coast... Noting that to activate the 
role of the center at present, there is a need to 
pay attention and provide all support, whether 
in technical or scientific aspects by the state, 
for the tasks and the center’s activity, as it is 
one of the centers that aims to preserve marine 
living resources from any pollutants that may 
harm the sustainability of marine life as a re-
newable resource, or cause any disruption to 
the marine ecosystem.

Budget Challenges
The most important problems that fish 

wealth is going through, which negatively af-
fect their performance and implementation 
of tasks, are the failure to adopt an opera-
tional budget for the fish landing centers, the 
low share of the commission, the lack of fish 
research and study of fish stocks, the lack of 
marine technical institutes, and the absence 
of training and qualification for cadres and 
workers in the fish sector, and the lack of a 
marine meteorological center, and the lack of 
specialized staff due to the old age of many 
employees. In their retirement age, numbering 
about 149 employees, according to (Yeslam 
Babulgom the Head of the General Authority 
for Fisheries in the Arabian Sea.

He added for “Voice of Hope” that the fail-
ure to adopt vital projects in supporting and 
rehabilitating fish landing centers and the fish 
quality laboratory had an impact on develop-
ing  the foundations for the proper fish trading, 
raising the level of its quality, and other caus-
es such as the Corona virus, in the year 2020, 
the fisheries sector began to be affected by the 
level of fishermen’s work and the amount of 
fish exports.

Yeslam stresses on the development of fish-
eries work, it is necessary to strengthen the op-
erational budget of the authority. Considering 
the changes in prices resulting from the costs 
of transportation, fuel, etc. According to the 

current situation and allocating an independent 
operational budget for the fish landing centers. 
To cover the entitlements of the employees 
of the centers, which are in remote areas. In 
those areas the simplest necessities of life are 
not found.

 Indicating the need to amend the author-
ity’s share of central resources. So, it covers 
part of the authority’s obligations. It also, work 
to encourage investment in fish farming; To be 
an essential source for the national economy, 
reduce pressure on natural fisheries, and set 
strict controls to prevent oil and sewage pol-
lution in all ports, especially in (Al-Daba port, 
Al-Nushaima for oil export, and Al-Mukalla 
commercial port, as well as Khor Al-Mukalla). 
Working to encourage investments, Local and 
foreign in the activities of industrial fisheries 
of marine life.

Yeslam Babalgom stressed on the impor-
tance of working to open shipping lines in ad-
dition to the current line from the port of Mu-
kalla to neighboring countries, in coordination 
with the competent authorities, to encourage 
fish exports, generate added value, improve 
quality control mechanisms, provide boats 
for maritime control as before, and activate 
the role of fish guidance, to educate fishermen 
about the importance of the performance of 
the vital and environmental system and how to 
maintain it, and to make them aware of the im-
portance of occupational safety and industrial 
security.

 The sea is beautiful, with all its components of marine life and
 picturesque nature, and the nutritional and economic benefits that
 benefit the country and the citizen... Despite all these advantages, the
 fish sector in Yemen faces many challenges, which have multiplied with
 the recent conditions in the country. These conditions have increased
 Problems of fishermen, water damage by oil residues, chemical and
 environmental pollution, which is one of the most important challenges
.facing fisheries

Fishermen were harmed...violations...pollution and budgeting...and the solutions of the concerned authorities
Yemen... Challenges Hindering the Fisheries Sector

The most import-
 ant problem that
 fisheries are going

 through is the
 failure to adopt
 an operational

 budget for the fish
landing centers

 Stopping
 the ongoing

 conflict is one
 of the most
 important

 solutions to
 meet the needs

of fishermen
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Landing Centers: their Challenges and Importance in the Fisheries Sector
The Landing Center in Al-Mualla District (the Dockyard) … as a Model

Fish landing centers and fishing ports are among the most im-
portant basic infrastructure components that stabilize fish com-
munities on the coastal strip. It contributes to regulating the sale 
of fish products and raising their quality in terms of selling, un-
loading, and exporting easily, as well as helping to protect and 
maintain traditional fishing boats and suppling services.

Yemeni law regulates the exploitation of fisheries through 
several provisions to guarantee the rights of fishing and 
fishermen, this is what Niazi Ahmed Al-Salami, Director 
General of Legal Affairs at the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries (fish sector) told us.

Legislation that Regulates Fisheries and Cares for It

Niazi Ahmed Al-Salami, Director General 
of Legal Affairs at the Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Fisheries (fisheries sector)

By: Manal Amin - The Voice of Hope

The number of fish landing centers on the 
coasts of the Republic of Yemen is 105 centers, 
including 22 landing centers in Al-Mahra gov-
ernorate, 39 centers in the Arabian Sea (Hadh-
ramaut, Shabwa, Socotra), 40 landing centers 
in the Red Sea (Hodeidah, Taiz, Hajjah), 4 In 
the Gulf of Aden (Aden, Lahj, Abyan).

 
The Dockyard Center

The landing center (the Dockyard) is in the 
Mualla district of Aden governorate, and it is an 
international fisheries institution established in 
1977. It is the first fish landing center at the lev-
el of Yemen and at the level of the Arabian Pen-
insula in general, with an area of 30,300 square 

meters. Even a concrete pier with a length of 
52 square meters, which receives types of ships 
(Al-sanabic, Al-Abari and Al-Hawari) made of 
wooden and for the fishing process.

“Voice of Hope” made a field tour at the 
landing center, and met with Captain Rashid 
Mohammed Saeed Al-Shaabi (Director of the 
Dockyard Center for Fish Landing), to review 
its historical importance in serving the fish sec-
tor, and the difficulties it faces during this stage, 
where he explained that the center consists of 
a refrigerator capacity 800 tons, frozen fish 40 
tons per day, block and crushed ice factory, fish 
auction arena, public administration, car repair 
shop, warehouses, administrative building, 
health and service facilities.

The captain said to “The Voice of Hope” 
“The number of ships that berthed daily until 

before 2015 at the landing center was between 
(100-300) fishing boat loaded with different 
types of fish, where the amount of fish loaded 
in each fishing boat is between 35 tons to more 
than 100 tons per day, to be disembarked in the 
auction area (auction yard)which is designated 
for boats unloading quantities and for cars car-
rying fish to different governorates.

He added, “The center was working to pre-
serve the surplus fish for exporters in the 800-
ton refrigerator for preparation and storage, 
where the size of the preserved fish reaches 
thousands of tons, but it stopped after the 
events of 2015. Equally, working in the ice fac-
tories stopped.”

“The (Dockyard) center was built in a glob-
al manner within the safety standards and the 
preservation of fish from pollution, where the 

auction yard is distinguished by raising the dis-
play area for marine products with an area of 
not less than 30 centimeters from the ground. 
The price of various types of fish is determined 
by a specialized person who determines the ap-
propriate price in a correct scientific manner, 
“According to the captain”.

Regarding the damages, Rashid said “The 
center was damaged by 90% as a result of the 
conflict in 2015, which led to a complete halt in 
its work. All devices and equipment owned by 
the center were damaged, the value of damages 
in refrigerators and factories reached to hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars, as spare parts for 
these devices are not available in the present 
time.

Challenges
There are interventions made by some sup-

portive parties to try to rehabilitate the center 
and operate it to serve the fish sector. The direc-
tor of the landing center stated, “The Norwe-
gian Refugee Council NRS, with funding from 
the European Union at the end of 2018, at-
tempted to rehabilitate the 52-meter-long port, 
and qualify it partially. The value of rehabili-
tation is 37,605 dollars, but unfortunately this 
intervention led to a doubling of the damage in 
the port, which was receiving many ships.

He added “A technical and engineering team 
from the SDRPY visited the center in March 
of last year 2020, and recorded all the damag-
es, needs and problems that the center suffers 
from as a result of the conflict. However, no 
rehabilitation project for the center has been 
implemented by them so far with our emphasis 
on the priorities that the center needs to operate 

By: Hanin Al-Wahsh 
Sawt Al-Amal (Voice of Hope)

• Mr. Niazi, I want to know about the legal 
provisions that guarantee the rights of fish-
ermen and contribute to the development of 
the fisheries sector?

All fisheries legislation and regulations with-
out exception exist primarily to protect, nurture, 
and regulate the exploitation of fisheries wealth. 
This is because it is a national wealth owned 
by the state, and it is the one that guarantees 
its exploitation for the public benefit in accor-
dance with the text of Article 8 of the Constitu-
tion. Law No. 2 of 2006 and its implementing 
regulations came to regulate and protect fishing 
and the exploitation and protection of aquatic 
organisms. For the legal texts protecting the 
rights of fishermen, they are too many in fish 
legislation and regulations, interrelated with the 
legislative system and complementing some of 
them. At the outset of defining the Ministry’s 
tasks, the legislator specified in the law regu-
lating the fishing, exploitation and protection 
of aquatic organisms, that the outlet had three 
groups of producers working in the fishing ac-
tivity. The law gives all the marine waters in 
Yemen, starting from the baseline that is drawn 
on land. Those sea waters extend to the end of 
the borders of the country’s exclusive economic 
zone. While Article (22) of the same law stip-
ulates that the area located from the base line 
to a distance of five nautical miles is an exclu-
sive area for the Yemeni fisherman to practice 
the traditional fishing activity only. Coastal or 
industrial commercial fishing companies should 
not engage in fishing activity.

• What are the concerned parties that su-
pervise the process of implementing the law 
on the ground?

It is currently the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Irrigation and Fisheries, and the four general 
fisheries authorities, namely the Gulf of Aden, 
the Arabian Sea, the Red Sea, and Al-Mahra. 
In addition to the General Authority for Marine 
and Aquatic Sciences Research, each in their 
respective fields of competence.

• In your opinion, is the law really applied 
to all parties and fishermen?

As a result of the collapse of the state system 
and its institutions as a result of the conflict, the 
fisheries sector has been affected and the imple-
mentation of fish legislation in a manner similar 
to the rest of the legislation in the country has 
been affected.

• What are the decisions related to over-
fishing of fisheries?

Any fishing activity in contravention of lo-
cal or international legislation and regulations 
leads to a negative impact on the number of fish 
and the continuation of certain types of aquat-
ic organisms whose fishing, and protection 
are regulated in accordance with certain laws 
and regulations. Overfishing includes hunting 
during the closing periods of the hunting sea-
son or hunting endangered species and the ban 
on hunting them. As hunting by using illegal 
hunting equipment and methods, and others. 
From this point of view, the fishing activity in 
marine waters must first be limited to one cat-
egory only, which is the category of traditional 
fishermen, at a rate of 100%.

Since several years ago, the coastal or indus-
trial fishing vessels no longer have any official 
activity licensed by the Ministry in the marine 
waters. Law No. (2) of 2006 specified that the 
acts and practices that are considered violations 
and fall under these violations, a specific and 
strict legal penalty was imposed on them to put 
an end to them.

• After the process of merging the fisher-

ies authorities, what are the pros and cons of 
this process on the fisheries sector?

Speaking about the General Authority for 
Fisheries, which was the product of the project 
to restructure the fisheries sector, which was 
one of the components of the Fifth Fish Proj-
ect, The agreement was approved by a law of 
the House of Representatives, in implementa-
tion of the agreements signed with internation-

al donors, under this restructuring component, 
international consulting companies studied the 
conditions of the fish sector and submitted re-
sults reports its studies for the country adopted 
it. Moreover, it restructured the fisheries sector 
by merging the ministry’s offices in the coastal 
governorates with the Yemeni General Corpo-
ration for Coastal Fishing and the General Ser-
vices Corporation.

In addition to the establishment of public 
fisheries bodies with a developed system, as a 
result, all the parties benefiting from the fishery 
activity have participated in this matter within 
the boards of directors of the bodies. Therefore, 
it is difficult today to evaluate this modern ex-
perience before we give them an adequate op-
portunity to implement what is stated in the re-
publican decisions regarding the establishment 
of the fish sector. Then we must complete the 
program to restructure the fisheries sector and 
give it an opportunity to implement, and then 
it is possible to judge its success or failure and 
determine its pros and cons.

• How do you read the future of fisheries 
with the blurry image that we see it in the 
horizon of the country?

The fish sector, like the rest of the important 
sectors of the country that has been affected by 
the situation of the country today. All sectors 
including the fish sector need to stabilize the 
situation and restore the recovery of state in-
stitutions and organs, so we hope to restore the 
status of the fish sector and its vital and effec-
tive role as a sponsor of the national economy 
The sector is currently witnessing workshops 
prepared by the leaders and cadres of the Minis-
try, to rearrange and recover the conditions of 
this vital sector important with the scarcity of 
potential and difficult conditions that it is going 
through.
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By: Rajaa Mukred & Manal Amin
Voice of Hope

Ahmed Yaslam Amer (a fisherman from 
Aden) says: “The (indiscriminate) overfish-
ing has had a great impact on the fishing 
process, especially on sardines used as bait 
in the fishing of tuna. Sardines might have or 
did really began to become extinct as a re-
sult of indiscriminate fishing through the use 
of metal nets (Sakhawi) and (Israeli) nets, 
which inflict fatal damage to marine life and 
fishery stocks.”

Ben Amer, who has been working in fish-
ing for 22 years in the Sirah and Brega area, 
confirms: “In Al-Mahra governorate, it is 
forbidden to use such nets that are harmful 
to marine life, but in the Gulf of Aden and 
the Red Sea coasts, the use of such nets has 
become common since 2000. This can be as-
cribed to the fact that the fishermen do not 
follow the legal procedures, and there is no 
strong deterrent that limits the use of such 
nets.”

On how to know the appropriate fishing 
seasons, Ben Amer says: “Due to our expe-
rience and practice of fishing over the years, 
we have come to know the times of catching 
specific fish and sea species and their breed-
ing grounds. We are still using the traditional 
methods of fishing, such as “fetching” due 
to our knowledge of the damage that illegal 
fishing methods cause to marine life.”

Many fishermen in the coastal area of 
Fakm and Amran agree that overfishing 
threatens marine life and fishry stocks in Ye-
men. They assert that “there are different par-
ties that prevent fishing in large fishing areas 
on various Yemeni coasts under the pretext 
of the unstable security situation, but allow 
a number of Yemeni and non-Yemeni ships 
and boats to catch different types of fish and 
to carry out a continuous dredging process 
for marine wealth and coral reefs– according 
to them – especially in the coasts of the Red 
Sea, the Gulf of Aden, Hadhramaut and So-
cotra.”

Detecting a Number of Violations
Statistics issued by the Ministry of Fisher-

ies in 2014 indicate that there are 90,000 fish-
ermen who have work license on the Yemeni 
coast; 60 percent of whom own fishing boats.

An introductory report issued by the Gen-
eral Authority for Fisheries in the Arabian 
Sea 2020 - a copy of which was obtained by 
"Voice of Hope" - indicated that among the 
damages caused by indiscriminate fishing to 
the fishery sector are:

• Environmental damage resulting from 
throwing the caught fish at random and using 
fishing means in areas of rocks (crustal rocks) 
that lead to the rupture of these means and 
then the pollution of the marine environment.

• Fishery resource damage that led to the 
depletion of the living mass of aquatic life 
and the decrease in the available fish resourc-
es, including: The use of prohibited means, 
the non-compliance with fishing and breed-
ing seasons, the targeting of large sizes, the 
fishermen’s lack of awareness, and the tar-
geting of species with high economic value 
through indiscriminate fishing, specifically 
squid and lobster (Shurukh.Sakhri).

The report confirmed the detection of a 
large number of violations committed by 
traditional fishermen in the coasts of the Ara-
bian Sea during the past years, and no viola-
tions of foreign fishermen were recorded.

For his part, the head of the Red Sea Fish-
eries Authority, Khaled Al-Shamsi, said to 
“Voice of Hope” that the indiscriminate fish-
ing practiced by some traditional fishermen 
has harmed the fishery stocks and the marine 
environment and led to a decline in the quan-
tities of fish production, the lack of supply 
of fish in the markets, the increase in their 
prices, and the decrease in the fishermen’s 
income and wages. Despite the availability 
of the basic legislations for governing fishing 
and regulations for violations and penalties, 
there are currently no clear mechanisms to 
implement these laws.

Al-Shamsi said that the authority had re-
ceived reports that the fishermen of the vil-
lage of “Al-Nakhila, Marsa Balae, and the 
village of Ta'if” were preparing their boats to 
go out to hunt coastal shrimp, at a time when 
the Ministry issued a decision to end shrimp 
catching season in the Red Sea for the year 
2021.

The Deterioration of the Security Situation
Ahmed Fadaq (Director General of Mari-

time Monitoring and Inspection at the Min-
istry of Agriculture and Fisheries) explains 

to the “Voice of Hope” that the main reason 
for the spread of indiscriminate fishing in the 
country is due to the deterioration of the se-
curity conditions along the coastal strip, the 
official authorities’ lack of interest in activat-
ing the monitoring role to preserve the fishery 
resources that has become threatened due to 
neglect for long periods, blocking the door 
for investment in regional waters to exploit 
the wasted wealth of fish and aquatic or-
ganisms which traditional fishermen cannot 
catch as they do not have developed fishing 
means.” He added, "The fishing boats used to 
catch fish in the territorial waters are consid-
ered traditional fishing boats that use illegal 
methods which destroy marine life and do not 
contribute to supplying the country with hard 
currency."

The Danger for Fish Stocks
Regarding the damage caused by indis-

criminate fishing, Fadaq asserts: “There are 
many damages of such a practice, represent-
ed by: the destruction of pasture areas and 
coral reefs, the migration of many fish spe-
cies, and the disappearance of most of them 
as a result of using lethal methods and means 
in violation of Law No. 2 of 2006 on permis-
sible specifications of the maximum fishing. 
These means led to the dredging of young 
(newborn) fish.”

“Indiscriminate fishing has caused signifi-
cant financial losses and significantly reduced 
fish production compared to previous years; 
the traditional fishermen are not committed 
to the ministerial decisions that require the 
launch of a specific fishing season at the time 
of breeding and mating. This action is an ear-
ly warning of impending dangers of depleting 
the fish wealth which is a national wealth of 
equal importance to oil wealth,” Fadaq clari-
fies to “The Voice of Hope.”

In the same context, Bashir Mohamed 
(Undersecretary of the Ministry of Fisheries 
for the Traditional Fishing Sector) confirms 
that “the use of floodlights and non-conform-
ing equipment in the marine environment af-
fects fishery resources. The most significant 
damage to the marine environment is the use 

of long nylon-mesh nets that are attached to 
coral reefs for long years, ranging from (10 
to 20 years).

In order to avoid further damage, the Di-
rector General of Monitoring and Inspection, 
Ahmed Fadaq, says: “The Ministry seeks to 
rebuild the fishery sector, activate all aspects 
of supervision over all landing centers, and 
unify the work mechanism in all public fish-
ery authorities, by establishing and activating 
the operations room in the Ministry’s office, 
equipping it with the latest technical equip-
ment in the field of advanced communication 
and tracking devices for fishing boats linking 
them via satellite, coordinating with the Ma-
rine Science Center and all security author-
ities, and providing marine boats equipped 
with the latest navigation and communication 
equipment to monitor and protect the coastal 
strip.

Indications
 A report by the Ministry of Fisheries (the 

traditional fishing sector) indicated that “the 
number of foreign vessels violating fishery 
resources in Yemen during the current year 
2021, from which two vessels are current-
ly detained and the number foreign vessels 
during the past year 2020 reached 80 foreign 
vessels.

Here, the agent Mohammed Bashir ex-
plains to the“Voice of Hope” that the viola-
tions committed by foreign ships on fishery 
resources are: Overfishing, dredging of coral 
reefs, fishing outside the seasons, throwing 
chemical waste, fishing with dynamics, and 
the use of flood lights. The Ministry tracks 
these violations.

He further stated: “The possible solutions 
to preserve fishery resources are to stop the 
process of overfishing, to allow fishermen to 
practice fishing in a legal manner that pre-
serves the fish stocks, and to work together 
to neutralize the fish sector, especially during 
the conflict period.”

A Look at the Law
On the role of the law in protecting fish-

eries, Bashir explained: “There is a law that 
regulates the fishing process, protects marine 

wealth from any wrong practices that harm 
fish stocks, and specifies all measures that 
prevent the occurrence of any violations 
committed against marine life, but now it is 
not being implemented because of the gen-
eral situation the country is going through.”

Bashir reviewed some provisions of Law 
No. 2 of 2006 on the regulation, exploitation 
and protection of aquatic organisms. Article 
No. (12) states that the government shall en-
courage and provide support for fishermen, 
develop their villages and communities, as 
well as lay down a strong foundation and in-
frastructure. In Article No. (14) it is prohibit-
ed for any person- natural or corporate body 
- to engage in fishing in the traditional fishing 
zones in the sea waters of the republic, except 
by fishing means and equipment determined 
by the Ministry and after obtaining the neces-
sary licenses for that. 

Article No. (51) also stipulates that the 
owners, charterers or users of coastal and 
industrial fishing boats shall be prohibited 
from working in case of obstructing the work 
of the observers assigned by the Ministry, 
assaulting them by any means, not comply-
ing with their orders, or forcing them off the 
boats.

Legal Penalties
In Article No. (6), local and foreign com-

panies are prohibited from fishing aquatic 
creatures except by virtue of an agreement 
they conclude with the Ministry; the agree-
ment must include terms for opening offices 
for these companies inside the Republic and 
bank guarantees for the full value (returns) of 
the state.

 In Article No. (25), it is prohibited for 
every person who owns an industrial or char-
tered fishing boat the following:

1- Fishing in the sea waters of the 
Republic unless entering into an agreement 
with the Ministry and being provided with a 
license issued by.

2- To practice fishing within the sea 
waters of the Republic contravening with the 
defined and licensed waters by the Ministry. 

In Article No. (53), it is prohibited for 
factories, various laboratories, and those 
manufacturing and circulating chemical and 
petrochemical materials from discharging 
their waste into the marine waters. It is also 
prohibited to discharge public sewage into 
sea water unless it is treated, and all types 
and sizes of marine floats are prohibited from 
discharging their wastes containing fuel, oil, 
grease, toxic substances or any other harm-
ful substances directly into the sea. All types 
and sizes of marine boats, vessels, etc. are 
prohibited from discharging their waste con-
taining fuels, oils, greases, toxic materials or 
any other harmful substances directly into the 
sea.

Regarding the legal view of the penalties, 
Bashir reviews the text of Law No. 2 of Ar-
ticle (60), which is to penalize anyone who 
violates the provisions of Article (51) with 
a fine of no less than two thousand dollars 
and not more than ten thousand dollars, and 
in Article (55) anyone who violates the pro-
visions of any of Articles (6/A) (25/A.B) (53) 
by imprisonment for a period of not less than 
one year and not exceeding two years, or a 
fine of not less than fifty thousand US dol-
lars and not more than five hundred thousand 
US dollars, and a judgment to confiscate the 
boat or the used devices or any other seized 
materials, means and equipment, and the can-
cellation of the agreement or licenses granted 
to the boat.

Seizing Two Ships that Violated Fishing Boundaries in 2021
Indiscriminate Overfishing and its Damage to Fisheries in Yemen

Ben Amer

Ahmed Fadaq 
(Director General of Maritime Moni-

toring and Inspection at the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries) 

again in less than three months, which include 
re-equipping the freezer and storage, and reha-
bilitating the ice factory.

He also pointed out that “currently sea-
based interventions from some countries have 
harmed the fishing process, as it consumes a 
lot of time and procedures in the process of 
entering and exiting fishing boats to and from 
the sea, which often causes the destruction of a 
large number of fish”.

Regarding the center’s current activities, 
the Director General of Fish Ports and Land-
ing Centers, Engineer Nael Saeed Ahmed, told 
“Voice of Hope” that there is no continuous 
movement at the landing center at the present 
time, as the number of fishing boats that dock 
in the center in one month reaches between two 
ships to three ships since the beginning of the 
current year 2021. The amount of fish in the 
fishing boat is 23 tons.

Nael stated “The value of revenue from the 
auction area only in the center was between 10 
to 15 million riyals per month during the period 
before 2015, That is, 3% of the general reve-
nues of the center, which was mainly contribut-
ing to supporting the national economy in hard 
currency. It was providing job opportunities for 
more than 3,000 workers in various fields, es-
pecially for the people of the region.”

A Glimpse of Landing Centers in Yemen
The landing centers in the various coastal 

governorates suffer from many difficulties that 
negatively affect the economic situation in the 
fisheries sector. Due to the lack of regulatory 
bodies that tighten adherence to the fishing and 
selling process within certain criteria.

Arabian Sea
Head of the Fisheries Authority in the Ara-

bian Sea (Hadhramout, Shabwa, Socotra) 
Yaslaam Babalgoum told “voice of hope”, 
“The number of fish landing centers in the geo-
graphical scope of the authority reached (39) 
landing centers, and one fish port, distributed 
as follows: Hadramout 15 centers Landing and 
Fishing Port, Shabwa Governorate 6 centers, 
and Socotra 18 landing centers.    

He pointed out that the most prominent dif-
ficulties facing the fish landing centers in the 
Arabian Sea is the lack of complete rehabilita-
tion, as they have become dilapidated and there 
are no service facilities, and many auction halls 
are not qualified to land fish. Note that new 
auction places were established in some loca-
tions during the past periods, but they were not 
utilized; Due to the inadequacy of their specifi-
cations and locations, we are currently working 
on solving this problem by preparing a classi-
fication of fish landing sites based on the lo-
cations and the number of incoming fishermen 
and boats. This classification is followed by 
engineering plans for each level that are unified 
in all countries, and then marketed to donors, 
which gives a methodology for work.

Socotra
Regarding landing centers in the Socotra ar-

chipelago, the Director General of the Fisheries 
Authority in Socotra, Ahmed Ali Abu Iskandar, 
confirms to (Voice of Hope) that “Socotra lacks 
the infrastructure for landing centers, the most 
important of which are located in the Hadibo 
area, the capital of the island, and the Qalansi-
yah and Mahfar areas. Their location is in the 
south of the island.” 

He added, “The rest of the island’s sites do 
not have fish landing centers, as the landing 
process takes place in the middle of the sea 
via ships, and sometimes receiving is on land 
through some associations.” He indicated, 
“The landing centers need wave breakers to 
protect the fishermen’s boats and their equip-
ment during hurricanes and monsoons, during 
high waves, and to open few aisles (passage-
ways) in order to facilitate the entry and exit of 
the boats and protecting them from hurricanes.

Almahrah
 The head of the General Authority for Fish-

eries in the Governorate of Al-Mahra, Engineer 
Abdel-Nasser Owaid Kalashat, says: “The 
number of landing centers in the governorate 
has reached 22. The geographical scope of the 
work of the General Authority extends along 
the coastal strip at 570 square kilometers. The 
authority gets along the coastline monitoring 
and catch violators of the local fishermen’s 
fishing system.

He explained that the problems facing the 
work of the centers are represented in the lack 
of awareness of fishermen in the process of 
fishing and selling, the lack of equipment for 
the control process, and the halting of infra-
structure development projects.

 Fish landing centers in Yemen are the first 
and main nucleus of the development and de-
velopment process in the national economy. 
Especially in this exceptional stage that the 
country is going through. The necessity of re-
habilitating it and activating it in the right ways 
and organizing its work will mainly contribute 
to improving the domestic product. It also, will 
provide the state with hard currency that will 
achieve the desired economic recovery, as it is 
a national wealth comparable in importance to 
the oil wealth.
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Rajaa Mukred
Sawt Al-Amal (Voice of Hope)

- What is your assessment of the cur-
rent state of fisheries?

One of the main and important issues in 
our current situation is what the fisheries 
sector has been exposed to as a result of 
the ongoing conflict in Yemen, including 
the destruction of a number of fish land-
ing centers, the sea blockade on Yemen, 
the restrictions imposed on the practice 
of fishing in a natural way, the death of 
a number of fishermen, the destruction 
of their fishing equipment and property, 
the scarcity of the Ministry’s operation-
al expenses, the interruption of salaries, 
private sector’s reluctance to invest in the 
fishery sector, in addition to the  suffering 
of the fishery associations and coopera-
tives, their inability to provide services 
and to understand the tasks and activities 
they must perform. As a result, they re-
quire assistance, training and rehabilita-
tion in the future.

- What are the major problems you 
face?

The most prominent problems current-
ly facing the fisheries sector are the scar-
city of allocated funds- whether of local 
or external sources- to finance the Min-
istry’s programs and activities to achieve 
the objectives and policies of the fisheries 
sector, some firms, that were exporters, 
have stopped exporting due to the cur-
rent situation, the high operating costs, 
the failure to collect and deposit the share 
of state returns approved according to 
the Law of Fishing No. (2) 2006 in the 
course of the sale. What is collected are 
the percentages for fishery communities 
only, and it may exceed the percentages 
specified by law. 

In addition, the sale yards and landing 
centres are not equipped with the basic 

things in terms of organizing the entry 
and exit process, providing them with suf-
ficient electronic scales to weigh produc-
tion quantities, and reducing the loss of 
quantities as a result of selling in baskets 
and piles. Fishery agents also have com-
plete control over the sale yards, landing 
centres and auction sale process. The cur-
rent situation in the country has prevent-
ed people from working under normal 
circumstances. Some landing centres and 
sale yards have become out of control. 
The low fishing export fees do not com-
mensurate with the high prices locally 
and internationally.

Moreover, the Fisheries Guidance 
Department does not provide technical 
guidance for fishermen on the advanced 
means and methods of fishing. It has an 
ineffective role in gathering the problems 
the fishermen are facing and communi-
cating them to the concerned authorities 
(Research Department) to analyze them 
and find out appropriate solutions. The 
current situation of some fishery cooper-
atives has become an impediment to the 
development of the traditional sector as 
they have poor management that is unable 
to perform its commercial functions in a 
good manner. Therefore, management 
capabilities need to be strengthened by 
training the permanent staff at the Center 
for Workforce Development in Fisheries.

- What are the most common viola-
tions that you have detected and occur 
constantly?

The most notable violations are fishing 

during the period of growth and repro-
duction of a diverse array of marine spe-
cies, catching species that fish depend on 
for their food, using means and methods 
of overfishing (such as bottom trawl nets 
and small eyes fish nets), destructing fish 
pastures (seaweeds, algae, seagrasses) 
and marine life habitats by throwing oils 
and residues of commercial ships, waste 
of military ships, anchors and hocks.

It should be noted that oil pollution, 
which may contain radioactive materi-
als or chemicals, the use of guns to catch 
certain types of fish, especially coral reef 
fish, the exhaustion of some fishing ar-
eas through concentrating fishing solely 
on them with equipment and means that 
exceed their productive capacities, fish-
ing in creeks, nature reserves and areas 
with shallow depths, which are consid-
ered breeding, nursery and food areas for 
marine organisms, and throwing 90% of 
non-target fish into the sea while catching 
shrimp, generally cause pollution and the 
increase in the percentage of CO2, which, 
in turn, lead to the death of fish or their 
migration to other areas, the depletion of 
mangrove trees, which are fertile grounds 
for the growth of aqua plankton on which 
young fish feed, and of fish stocks as a 
result of the inability to control the open-
ing and closing date for the fishing season 
(Crustaceans, mollusks, aquarium fish); 
all of these are violations that cause seri-
ous damage to the environment and ma-
rine life.

- According to the ministry’s latest 

statistical assessment, what is the most 
significant damage to fisheries and 
their extent?

The number of fish and marine life 
exporters, companies and individuals, 
whose activities were affected reached 
(28). The Bamaslam Company for Ex-
port and Fish Farming stopped produc-
ing shrimp completely; it was producing 
about (1000) tons annually. The number 
of factories that stopped their activities 
as a result of the decrease in fish produc-
tion reached more than five factories and 
preparation laboratories, and others. The 
losses of industries and services associ-
ated with fishing activities have amount-
ed to $5,262,186b. The number of both 
official and contract employees who lost 
their jobs reached (96) and the number 
of working hands for assisted service 
reached (18,652) people. It is worth men-
tioning here that the annual average per 
capita fish consumption has decreased at 
the level of the Republic of Yemen. The 
average per capita was (14) kg annually, 
later reached (2.5) kg annually, with a de-
crease of (-85%).

The total losses due to the unauthorized 
overfishing amounted to $501,000,000 
and its resulting environmental impact 
assessment amounted to $840,000,000. 
Infrastructure losses resulting from the 
partial destruction of Midi and Al-Hima 
ports, the total destruction of (11) fish 
landing centers, in addition to the Ex-
port Center and Quality Laboratory in 
Haradh Port amounted to $13,032.558. 

Loss in fees and returns amounted to 
$26,206,828.

- What are the solutions and pro-
posals that the Ministry has presented 
and is implementing to handle all the 
obstacles?

To face obstacles, it is necessary to al-
locate percentages of foreign loans, aids 
and grants to finance emergency fisheries 
projects and development projects, en-
courage the private sector and stimulate 
investment on land in a way that raises the 
added value, expand the ceiling of local fi-
nancing for vital projects through quickly 
deciding on the separation of the fish sec-
tor allocations in Agricultural and Fisher-
ies Production Promotion Fund, and apply 
the objectives of the main directions for 
organizing fishing operations, annual as-
sessment of the level of implementation, 
and activating the role of fish extension.

Legislation and regulations governing 
the management of sustainable resources 
for the fisheries sector must be complet-
ed, and the executive measures must be 
taken to improve and develop fisheries 
management, restructure the functions 
of the ministry and its economic units, 
stimulate national capital in the field of 
fishing, lay the foundations for creating 
a national fishing fleet, activate protocols 
and exchange experiences to support re-
search programs and studies of fish re-
sources stocks, raise the capabilities of 
Yemeni cadres, implement rehabilitation 
and training programs, raise efficiency, 
and activate protocols in this aspect. 

A meeting the General Director for Planning and Statistics at the Ministry of Fisheries, Dr. Mariam Taher

Close Up... Current Status of Fisheries, Obstacles and Solutions
The fisheries sector is one of the most important economic 

resources due to its role in providing many job opportunities 
for active actors, raising the wheel of development, and 
achieving food security for the community, thus contributing 
to poverty alleviation and state treasury funding. However, 
the continuation of the conflict in Yemen has affected the 
infrastructure of fisheries sector. This has made the “Voice 
of Hope” meet Dr. Mariam Taher (the General Director for 
Planning and Statistics at the Ministry of Fisheries) to inform 
the newspaper about the current situation of fisheries, the extent 
of the damage and the solutions provided by the Ministry.
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The Costs of Losses in the Fisheries Sector
The total direct material losses in the fisheries sector amounted to more 
than five billion dollars. The following table shows the approximate 
statistics of these losses:

M Statement  Amount Dollar
($)

1 )Material Losses in Property (Damage to Facilities 195.480.837
2 Direct Losses to the Fishermen 1.120.316.660
3 Fishing Gear Losses 240.260.000
4 Production Losses 1.811.064.571
5 Overfishing and Conflict Losses 3.657.750.000
6 Losses Related to the Fisheries Sector 9.269.442
7 Losses 2018 965.883.490
The Total of Direct Material Losses 8.000.025.000

 The Extent of the Damage Caused to the Fisheries
Sector due to the Conflict

M Statement
 Total
Num-

ber
1 Deaths at Sea 271
2 Injury at Sea 216
3 Destroyed Centers 224
4 Totally Destroyed Boats 35
5 Partially Destroyed Boats 28
6 Boats Suspended 4.586
7 Fishermen who Lost their Sources of Income 37.288
8 Official and Contract Employees who Lost their Jobs 145
9 Working Force for Assistance work 18.652
10 Fishermen who Lost their Sources of Income 37.288

11  Exporters from both Individuals and Companies
whose Business Activity has been Affected 28

12 Factories that Shut Down due to Reduction in Production 58
13 The most affected districts 6

Assessment of Environmental Damage of Illegal Fishing by Foreign Fishing Vessels

1  Environmental damages resulting from throwing discarded
 organisms and their impact on coral reefs

433,125,000

2  Environmental damage to the future fish stock as a result of
fishing for small fish by 30% of the total value

433,125,000

3  Environmental damage resulting from throwing different
pollutants, which represents 20% of the total amount

288,750,000

4  Total environmental damage assessment of violating foreign
fishing vessels

1,155,000,000

 The overall total of losses resulting from the overfishing of
foreign fishing vessels

2.310,000,000



By: Manal Amin 
Sawt Al-Amal (Voice of Hope)

- At the beginning, Dr. Hana, can you give us 
a brief overview of the Authority’s activities?

The General Authority for Marine and 
Aquatic Sciences Research was established 
on August 13, 2007. It includes within its in-
stitutional framework the Marine Sciences Re-
search Center in Al-Amal Island, Khor Maksar 
district in Aden, the Aquaculture Center and 
the Marine Environment and Pollution Stud-
ies Center in Al-Buraiqah District, and the two 
branches of the Commission in Hadramout and 
Hodeidah. 

In general, the authority is concerned with 
studying marine sciences and changes in the 
aquatic environment for the presence of ma-
rine life and food salts affecting the formation 
of biological production of marine organisms, 
studying plankton, zooplankton, benthic and 
benthous organisms, monitoring the ethno-
graphic situation, as well as the state of re-
sources, categorizing and distributing them 
according to their natural habitats, their dynam-
ics, and monitoring the state of fish stocks and 
marine environment variables. And the impact 
of fishing equipment on stock sustainability, 
fish farming research, marine environment, 
marine pollution studies and other studies.

What is the nature of research and studies 
targeting the fisheries sector in the country?

 The studies and research conducted by the 
authority on fisheries aim at the sustainability 
of the marine environment resources and their 
ecological balance, and to submit recommen-
dations to the leadership of the ministry to issue 
binding decisions for implementation from the 
general fisheries authorities and associations 
with the aim of protecting marine resources 
from depletion and giving them the opportu-
nity to renew and reproduce. The commission 
has finally tried to cultivate sea cucumbers for 
the ability of this resource to adapt and grow 
in all available conditions, as well as its high 
material value, which will contribute to raising 
the standard of living of fishermen, as the least 
poor segments of society, and the development 
of their rural coastal villages, in addition to the 
fact that farming and aquaculture in coastal in 
floating ponds will contribute in supporting the 
fish stocks of the targeted resources.

Here, we emphasize directing support for 
the transfer of culture from the experimental 
stage to the actual implementation stage in the 
field. It should be noted that there is a promis-
ing fish farming project implemented by a local 
partner for the cultivation of cobia fish.

- Regarding the infrastructure of the Gener-
al Authority for Marine and Aquatic Sciences 
Research, how do you evaluate it in general?

The Authority has an integrated infrastruc-
ture that was established under a loan from the 
Islamic Bank. The Marine Science Research 
Center building was opened in 1983 AD. It 
was an integrated research center, which was 
planned to be a regional center in that period, 
and it consisted of specialized laboratories and 

small offices, a central library, and administra-
tive offices. Besides, a meeting room, ware-
houses, and additional spaces for future ex-
pansion. Since the launch of the research work 
in the building until now, the building was not 
modernized until 2019, when the Council of 
Ministers issued a decision to rehabilitate the 
building, but the project struggling for unclear 
reasons.

Overall, the infrastructure components for 
marine science research need urgent rehabil-
itation (the Authority building, the Aquacul-
ture Center building, the Marine Environment 
and Pollution Studies Center, the Authority’s 
branch building in Hadramout). In the years 
prior to 2014, plans were made to establish five 
research stations to monitor climate change, 
but the work on the project was stopped, and 
only a research station in Al-Mahra governor-
ate was completed, working away from the 
commission’s plans because there is not coor-
dination in its activities.

- What are the most important challenges 
facing the commission’s work in such cir-
cumstances compared to its work before the 
conflict?

There are many accumulated difficulties that 
have prevented the commission from carrying 
out its tasks under the decision to establish it. 
Since the commission is a field research com-
ponent that needs a lot of support and capabil-
ities, the most important of which are complet-
ing the project to rehabilitate the commission’s 
building with government funding, and provid-
ing a budget for the research work plan so that 
the commission can implement field surveys 
and studies phenomena and pollutants, carrying 
out periodic descents to follow up and monitor 
the quantities withdrawn from the fish stock, 
establishing two model fish farms for shrimp 
and sea cucumber in Ras Al-Ara and Amran, 
modernizing and re-equipping of the laborato-
ries to enable researchers to analyze samples, 
rehabilitate and raise the adequacy of cadres 

and 
transfer ex-

pertise, and provide the au-
thority with specialized cadres.

Reconsidering the legislation of the fisher-
ies sector and the private sectors related to the 
Research Authority in a way that enables the 
Authority to obtain compensation for provid-
ing scientific advice, and to obtain revenues 
to spend on its surveys. The mechanism for 
opening and closing the fishing seasons or go-
ing down to study cases of marine pollution or 
fish deaths.

- In your opinion, what are the most im-
portant problems facing the fisheries sector 
in Yemen at the present time?

From my point of view, the fisheries sector 
suffers from many difficulties, the most import-
ant are:

-The lack of commitment of the state in 
general and the leadership of the ministry in 
particular . Both lack a unified scientific vision 
towards the development of the fish sector for 
many years. Every new leadership that comes 
to the ministry does not link what has been 
accomplished and completed or dismantle the 
overlapping difficulties such as addressing the 
conditions of the dilapidated infrastructure of 
the sector and referring many qualified cadres 
for retirement and not seeking to keep them. 
They also do not address the deficiency in 
some fishery legislation that appeared during 
implementation.

• The fish sector lacks qualified specialized 
cadres. There is no scientific reference that pro-
vides the fish sector with specialized graduates 
despite the expansion and diversity of the la-
bor market in various fisheries activities. Here 
lies the gap in planning university education to 
meet the labor market.

• Weak credits and operational budgets for 
the fish sector in general. It should be empha-
sized the importance of paying money and 

investments so that the fish sector can recover 
from its current situation and achieve important 
leaps in its development to be a revenue sector 
that covers the local market requirements of 
food and supplies the state treasury with hard 
currency.

• Lack of coordination between all govern-
ment agencies related to the fisheries sector, 
including finance, and planning according to 
what was targeted in the national strategy for 
the development of the fish sector 2012-2025.

The strategy was developed in accordance 
with the demands of donors who emphasized 
the existence of a vision that defines the axes of 
development of the fisheries sector according 
to the time frame and the estimated cost within 
the project schedule attached to each stage, and 
that all the projects funded by donors during 
the previous decades were not vital strategic 
projects for the fish sector.

- What are the treatments for the problems 
facing the fisheries sector in Yemen from a sci-
entific point of view?

 From my point of view, I see that the fisher-
ies sector should be rebuilt according to a clear 
scientific vision, and I see that much of the 
positive proposal was included in the National 
Strategy for the Development of the Fisheries 
Sector (2012-2025), which was suspended due 
to the events the country is going through, and 
with this it can be relied upon in Rehabilitation 
of the sector in its various aspects.

- Have the supporting bodies and inter-
national organizations contributed to the 
development of the fisheries sector in the 
country?

 When looking at the components of the 
projects submitted by the donors, we conclude 
that the donors and international organizations 
were not serious about developing the fisher-
ies sector, and their limited gifts went to the 
recruitment of experts and training processes. 
The government side was unsuccessful in ob-
taining donor support for its maintenance, for 
example, the 2000-ton refrigerator, the 800-ton 
refrigerator, the canning factory in Shakra, and 
the fishing port in Aden, both are destroyed. To 
find a local partner from civil society organiza-
tions that acts as a mediator to absorb support 

funds and gifts, and more than 50% go to the 
local partner. So, this procedure should be offi-
cially rejected by the government and the Minis-
try of Planning because it is not feasible. Even 
its role in weakening sustainable activities.

Are there governmental indicators or sta-
tistics showing the percentage of fish produc-
tion in the country during this period? 

If we talk about governmental indicators, or 
in a more accurately, the annual statistics on 
fish production, there are no statistics approved 
by the ministry due to the absence of a unified 
mechanism and statistical system for collecting 
data from landing centers or fish societies, and 
a defect in the mechanism of linking produc-
tion quantities and values to revenue collec-
tion for the traditional fisherman. Which is the 
lowest value of its production compared to all 
stages of sale to reach the consumer.

Here we stress the need to adopt a mecha-
nism to separate the fish statistics from the col-
lection of revenues. The statistics are linked to 
research and allocate 3% of the revenues. The 
data will therefore be collected and analyzed 
in its two branches: biological statistics, which 
means collecting data according to the prevail-
ing lengths of catch, fishing areas, number of 
boats and fishing days. The development statis-
tics in which data are collected by type, value, 
landing centers, associations, provinces, the 
quality of fishing boats, the value and type of 
exports and the importing State.

Why didn’t the Marine Sciences Division at 
the College of Applied Sciences create cadres 
specialized in the fish sector?

    We went to the University of Aden and 
the College of Science and met with the Dean 
of the College and the Minister of Higher Ed-
ucation and Scientific Research urging them to 
activate the Marine Sciences Division and that 
the Commission is ready to support them with 
researchers, and to give specialized lectures. 
We also presented an integrated file on the proj-
ect of establishing the College of Marine Sci-
ences to the Minister of Higher Education and 
Scientific Research. In fact, we did not receive 
any equal interest, as the outputs of the marine 
sciences department or division will be fully 
absorbed in the fisheries sector for many years.

Dr. Hana’a Rashid Ahmed
(Director of the General Authority for 

Marine and Aquatic Sciences Research)

The necessity of rebuild-
ing the fisheries sector in 
accordance with a clear 
scientific vision within 
the national strategy for 
the development of the 
fisheries sector 2012-
2025. With these words, 
Dr. Hana Rashid Ahmed 
(Director of the General 
Authority for Marine 
and Aquatic Science 
Research) stressed the 
importance of addressing 
the problems facing the 
fish sector in Yemen from 
a scientific point of view, 
in an interview conducted 
with the “Voice of Hope” 
newspaper to know the im-
portance of the authority’s 
role in developing the fish 
sector in Yemen.
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Samah Emlaak & Alia Mohammed
Sawt Al-Amal (Voice of Hope)

Fishing industry is one of the most import-
ant food industries that contribute to supply-
ing the local market with high- quality locally 
produced seafood which is accepted by the 
Yemeni street. It also contributes to reviving 
the national economy, especially in such cir-
cumstances, as the production of canned fish 
in Yemen still enjoys a high global reputation 
despite the challenges.

Statistics
There are 80 ice factories in Yemen. These 

factories are distributed in various Yemeni 
governorates with a production capacity of 
1004 tons, while the frozen stores for fish 
products expanded to reach 22 stores with 
a capacity of 200050 tons, according to the 

Fish Investment Guide issued in the year 
2017, which we obtained. From the Ministry 
of Fisheries.

According to the Fish Investment Guide 
issued in 2017, which we obtained from the 
Ministry of Fisheries, there are 80 ice fac-
tories in Yemen. These factories are distrib-
uted in various Yemeni governorates with a 
production capacity of 1004 tons. The frozen 
stores for fish products expanded to reach 22 
stores with a capacity of 200050 tons.

The report stated that as a result of the rap-
id increase in the number of people engaged 
in the traditional fishing activity, the number 
of fishing boat factories reached 8, concen-
trated in some coastal governorates, all of 
which belong to the private sector, including 
4 factories in Hadhramout, two factories in 
Aden, one factory in Al-Mahra and one fac-
tory in Taiz.

Phases of the Fishing Industry
Nabil Al-Koni (Director General of Qual-

ity and Technical Affairs at the Ministry of 
Fisheries) told “Voice of Hope”: Fishing in-
dustries in Yemen have gone through many 
stages represented in the process of drying, 
salting and smoking, and these operations 
were carried out by fishermen in the past. 
Since the beginning of the seventies the freez-
ing and preserving process of these products 
has begun. At that time, many refrigerators 
and freezers for storage were created.

He added that the canning process began 
in 1976 by establishing the first fish canning 
factory in the Abyan Governorate, the city 
of Shuqrah and then the Mukalla Fish Can-
ning Factory in 1979. As a result of the de-
velopment in the fisheries sector, a number 
of specialized institutions were established 
for producing, marketing, and exporting Ye-

Since she was 12 years old, 
Aziza Ahmed Sweid, or as 
she is called (Al-Nokhtha 
Aziza), 25 years old, has been 
working as a fisherwoman in 
the Ras Al-Ara area of Lahj 
governorate, which overlook-
ing the Red Sea.

Coastal Women and their Timid Role in Supporting the Fisheries Sector

 Women did not Find Enough Support to Work in Fishing

Manal Amin 
Sawt Al-Amal (Voice of Hope)

Aziza says: “Since she was young, she 
has been working in the fishing profession 
with her father and brothers to assist them in 
the process of fetching, catching, collecting 
small and medium-sized fish, bringing them 
to the coast and selling them. They catch dif-
ferent kinds of fish such as Indian mackerel 
fish (Bagha), Emperor Fish (Gahash), Bagrus 
(Baiad), and Cobia (Sakhlah) among others. 
Since then, she has been working in the same 
profession with her husband and 11 children. 
Now she owns a fishing boat that she use to 
oversee the fishing process.

Regarding the challenges she faces, Azi-
za says: As a result of the conditions we are 
going through today, the living condition has 
become so difficult that we were unable to 
repair the boat after it had stopped for a peri-
od of time. I received support (a new marine 
engine) through The Small and Micro En-
terprise Promotion Service (SMEPS) during 
2017-2018. I am also currently training some 
women in the same area in practicing fish-
ing and helping their husbands in the fishing 
seasons.

One of the very few women in coastal 
areas of Yemen who fish with men, Aziza 
drives a boat with some workers on. General-
ly, women did not find enough attention and 
support to work in the fishing profession. 

The coastal governorates of the Republic 
of Yemen include ten governorates: (Aden, 
Hadhramout, Hodeidah, Hajjah, Taiz, Lahj, 
Abyan, Shabwa, Socotra, and Al-Mahra. 
The length of the coastline of Hajjah Gov-
ernorate is about 128 square kilometers on 
the Red Sea, the length of the coastal strip 
of Hodeidah Governorate is 329 km, of Taiz 
is 130 km, of Lahj is 200 km, of Aden gov-
ernorate is 181 km2 on the coast of the Gulf 
of Aden, of Abyan governorate is 280 km on 
the coastline of the Arabian Sea, of Shabwa 
is 380 km, of Hadhramout is 350 km, and of 
the coastal strip of  Mahra governorate is 550 
square kilometers.

Activities Targeting Coastal Women
Salma Nasser Abdan (head of the Coastal 

Development Association in the coastal area 

of Amran), says: Since ancient times, coastal 
women have been practicing fishing, making 
and selling marine products within the frame-
work of the traditions recognized in their ar-
eas, but since 2015 there have been societal 
restrictions imposed on coastal women by 
restricting their participation in the fisheries 
sector, and its monopoly on men only. 

She explains to “Voice of Hope” the role 
of the association, which has more than 8 
members from the Amran area, saying: The 
association works to support women with 
projects that contribute to developing their 
perceptions in various development fields 
that help improve the living conditions of 
their families in coastal areas where they lack 
education and health, and job opportunities 
are few.

Salma confirms that the association seeks 
to implement many projects that contribute 

to developing the capabilities of women in 
various fields of the fisheries sector and ben-
efiting from the marine products found in the 
Yemeni coasts such as developing creative 
works of marine products (seashells) and 
trying to find a factory to sew better quality 
fishing nets in easy ways compared to the im-
ported nets that cause damage to marine life 
and to create job opportunities for women, 
establish a tuna canning factory that employs 
female cadres at prices that help mitigate the 
collapse of the national economy.

She also adds: Since ancient times, the 
coastal woman has been working in gathering 
substances such as Onycha (Dhofr), which is 
used in the manufacture of incense, perfumes 
and wine. It is it is one of the expensive in-
gredients extracted from certain snails (sea-
shells). Therefore, we seek to train and qual-
ify women properly, to familiarize them with 

the process of removing the product from the 
seashell and cleaning it correctly.

In the same context, Rashidi Mahmoud 
(a researcher in the affairs of fishermen and 
marine biology in the Gulf of Aden) says: “In 
most of the coastal governorates, especially 
on the western strip in the coastal area of Ras 
Amran, there are some women who partici-
pate in their husband’s fishing practice in the 
sea. They are involved in fishing with men 
in the fishing season and its circulation. They 
also catch and then dry small sardine fish to 
prepare al-wazef. Small sardine fish are dried 
under the sun on solid ground for two days, 
collected and then placed in large bags to be 
sold in the market.

Challenges and Solutions
Susan Jawad, Director of the Coastal 

Women’s Entity in Al Kheesa, says: The 

coastal women face great challenges with-
in the geographical area in which they live. 
These challenges are firmly associated with 
to customs and traditions, and the lack of 
attention to women educational process, 
which has increased women illiteracy rate. 
She further explains that coastal women in 
the Al Kheesa area have directed their atten-
tion on collecting Onycha, shells and some 
marine species. They sell them and benefit 
from their financial returns to improve their 
difficult living conditions and to implement 
creative projects. They also participate in 
various development activities supported by 
some organizations with the aim of helping 
their husbands who are fishermen.

The role of supporting bodies in target-
ing coastal women in the fisheries sector, 
Dr. Osan Maroof Bahurmiz (Fishery Value 
Chain Consultant at Pragma Organization), 
says to “Voice of Hope”: Coastal women are 
one of the main actors in the development 
of the marine sector in Yemen; they play a 
role in the direct and limited fishing process, 
especially in the Ras Al-Ara area. They par-
ticipate in fisheries value chains which start 
from the preparation process for the sea trip, 
fishing, circulating, landing, transportation, 
preparation, packaging, selling, and up to 
the cooking stage. In these phases, coast-
al women are involved particularly in the 
preparation and processing of traditional fish 
industries such al-wazef and other dried fish. 
They are also present in fish canning facto-
ries in various coastal governorates.

Bahurmiz added: “The USAID-funded 
Economic Recovery and Livelihoods Pro-
gram (the Fisheries Sector Component) 
implemented a number of interventions for 
coastal women through training, qualifying 
and assisting them in the marketing process 
of marine products, forming associations 
for coastal women, and benefiting from sea-
shells in the cosmetic industries, accessories 
and antiques, during the period from 2020-
2021. Training her in the field of seafood 
cooking.
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 In light of the difficult economic conditions that Yemen is going through as
 a result of the conflict for the sixth year respectively. Despite the scarcity of
 resources, the civil society, local and international organizations and the
 Ministry of Fisheries continue to intensify their efforts to restart activities
in the Marine Biology Sector
 Voice of Hope” collected some of the activities and projects presented by”
 organizations to the fisheries sector in Yemen, explaining their type, places
 of implementation, the implementation budget for each project, the views
 of the beneficiaries of the implemented projects, and the presentation of
 the comprehensive strategic plan for Yemen’s needs for infrastructure
.projects 2020-2030

Projects and strategic Plan 2020-2030

TheThe  RoleRole  ofof  CivilCivil  SocietySociety  inin  RevivingReviving  thethe  FisheriesFisheries  SectorSector

By: Rajaa Mukred- 
Sawt Al-Amal (Voice of Hope)

The Yemen Livelihood and Human Secu-
rity (YLHS) project

Abdul Rahman Al-Saidi, the Acting Un-
dersecretary of the Planning and Projects Sec-
tor at the Ministry of Fisheries), says: “The 
(Livelihoods) project was implemented by 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO), in partnership with 
Ghadaq Foundation for Development that 
was responsible for the process of distribut-
ing during the period 2019-2020. The project 
was concerned with fishery production inputs 
within the framework of Project (802). In the 
first phase, 6,300 beneficiaries were provided 
with production means and equipment such as 
safety boxes and fishing nets in the districts of 
Al-Luhia, Beit Al-Faqih and Bajil in Hodeidah 
Governorate.

He added, that the project implemented by 
FAO targeted 1,450 young fishermen by sup-
porting them with fishing equipment: (fishing 
nets, boats, engines, marine safety equipment, 
fish preservation boxes) in the Salif and Kama-
ran districts.

Al-Saidi confirms that the organization 
has implemented two training programs for 
fishermen in the field of livelihoods. The first 
program targeted 250 fishermen in Hodeidah 
Governorate, by training them in the areas: 
(safe fish handling, maritime security and 
safety, preparing TOT trainers, methods of 
preserving fish).The second program also tar-
geted 1,540 beneficiaries, including fish asso-
ciations and employees of the General Author-
ity for Fisheries and fishermen, through the 
implementation of courses: (safe fish handling, 
maritime safety and security, fish statistics, re-
habilitation of fishery associations, training of 
trainers for administrative leadership).

Establishing Five Landing Centers Project

Dr. Abdul-Salam Al-Kouri (a fisheries spe-
cialist at the FAO): The latest projects imple-
mented by the organization were the rehabil-
itation of fish landing centers in the districts 
of Dhubab and Al Makha in Taiz governorate. 
He confirmed that there are upcoming projects 
that will be implemented with the World Bank 
in Shabwa and Hodeidah. He adds: Fishing 
nets, fish preservation boxes, and life jackets 
were distributed to fishermen.

Regarding the challenges, Al- Kouri says: 
They were unable to rehabilitate some of the 
landing centers in Taiz governorate because 
the centers were used in the conflict. So, they 
had to build new landing centers in different 
places in the governorate.

Voice of Hope obtained a copy of the latest 
assessment report conducted by the Fisheries 
Planning and Projects Sector at the Ministry of 
Fisheries for the year 2018-2020. According 
to the report, the Ministry obtained funding 
from the Agricultural and Fisheries Production 
Promotion Fund at a total cost of 81,500,000 
riyals to establish five fish landing centers in 
the areas of (Al- Araj, Al-Salif, Al-Harounia, 
Bin Abbas, Al-Luhayyah) in Al-Hodeidah 
Governorate.

According to the report, studies have been 
conducted for the implementation of the proj-
ect, which will contribute to covering the defi-
cit caused by the inability of fishermen to land 
and market their fishery products as a result 
of the destruction of many of them due to the 
conflict. The report also stated that the project 
tender was announced, and the construction of 
the landing sites was completed, as in August 
2020, work began on the construction of the 
sale yard of the Salif landing center.

Beneficiaries’ Opinions
Ismail Hanjaleh (the sheikh of fishermen 

in the Southern Murabba District - Hodeidah 
Governorate), says: “The conditions of the 
fishermen are difficult, the Austrian relief or-
ganization and CARE International supported 

them at one stage, but the support is currently 
cut off due to the conflict. The last support was 
a year or more ago, and the fishermen in the 
area did not benefit from it in a clear and ef-
fective way.

On Hanjaleh’s question about the fishing 
nets that were supplied to the fishermen, he 
replied: “great damage was done to them as 
the nets they received were kept in storage 
for three years, then taken out in 2020 and ex-
posed to the sun. As a result, fishermen could 
not take advantage of, except that they were 
turned into a pillow put under their heads so 
that they and their families could sleep in their 
living quarters near the coast.

In a sad voice, Ismail Hanjaleh asks him: 
“What does a fisherman do with a fishing net 
without a boat, gasoline or a machine?” He 
asserts that the nets distributed by the organi-
zations were just four nets shared by five fish-
ermen, knowing that one fishing boat needs 
20-25 nets - according to him.

On his part, Ahmed Dhabeeb (hunter) says: 
The damage caused by the conflict to the fish-
ermen was great. Fishermen have been victims 
or their boats have been destroyed. This, made 
them and their families flee to Sana’a. He 
pointed out that no compensation was given to 
the fishermen, and most of them do not receive 
relief aid. It is necessary for the organizations 
to look at the groups eligible for support and to 
record the new data as a result of the continua-
tion of the conflict.

Human Capacity Building Project in 
Fisheries Sector

According to the achievement report of the 
Planning and Projects Sector at the Ministry of 
Fisheries, December 2020, we came to know 
that “Human Capacity Building Project in 
Fisheries Sector was implemented in coordi-
nation between the Ministry of Fisheries and 
CARE International, provided that, the min-
istry will prepare a project proposal that will 
contribute to rehabilitating the capabilities of 

the ministry’s employees, in return, the organi-
zation agreed to implement the project within 
the framework of rebuilding the fish landing 
centers in Khanfar district, Abyan governorate. 
The project is being followed - up. The Minis-
try is following up (Development of Coastal 
Communities in All of Yemen) project, which 
will be implemented by the French organiza-
tion Action Against Hunger. The project in-
cludes three main components: fish guidance, 
capacity building of fishing associations, and 
support of fishermen in fish landing centers 
with equipment for handling and preserving 
marine products.”

Supporting Fishermen in the Gulf of 
Aden and Hadramout

A report issued in 2020 by the General Au-
thority for Fisheries in the Gulf of Aden (Aden 
- Abyan - Lahij) explained the role of orga-
nizations in supporting the fisheries sector in 
various fields. The report indicated that CARE 
contributed to the project to save lives by reha-
bilitating conflict-affected homes, through four 
associations in the Shuqra area, Abyan gover-
norate. It targeted 500 fishermen by providing 
a cash support of 50 dollars, and distributed 
life jackets, fishing nets, ropes and fishing net 
floats to 250 fishermen.

The report indicated that the Norwegian 
Refugee Council presented several programs 
in Aden and Lahj in 2019, which included 
a partial rehabilitation process for the Aldo 
Kiard Center in Al Mualla district at a total cost 
of $37,605, a partial rehabilitation of the Cen-
tral Laboratory for Fish Quality in Al Tawahi 
District (Hajeef) at a cost of 8,249 dollars, a 
partial rehabilitation of the coastal women’s 
center in the village of Fakam, Al-buraiqah dis-
trict at a cost of 15,856 dollars, and a rehabil-
itation of Al Houta market in Al-Waht district  
at a cost of 30,605 dollars. In 2020, the council 
supervised the organization of training courses 
for fishermen in the field of quality preserva-
tion and proper landing.

In addition, in 2020, the field medical in-
stitution in Hadhramaut governorate provided 
support for 500 families from the Mayfa re-
gion with sums of money for a period of two 
months and delivered 166 fishing nets, con-
tainers, life jackets, and 75 depth detectors to 
225 fishermen.

Fish Farming
Abdul Rahman Al-Saidi (Acting Undersec-

retary of the Planning and Projects Sector at 
the Ministry of Fisheries) said: “The ministry 
was interested in fish farming, thus took mea-
sures, including: conducting studies related to 
aquaculture and a preliminary study for the es-
tablishment of floating ponds for aquaculture 
in salt water. As a first experiment, the (Al-Mu-
tarib farm) was opened in the Al-Kadan area, 
Bajel District in Al-Hodeidah Governorate, 
working on the production of tilapia fish, and 
the second experiment in August 2020, in the 
same area in fresh water.”

He added that the (Mariculture/ Marine 
Farming) project will be implemented in the 
districts of Mokha and Al Khawkha, funded by 
the German DKH and in partnership with the 
Abs Foundation, through the establishment of 
six floating cage sites for mariculture.

He emphasized that the fisheries sector did 
not receive sufficient support to fund humani-
tarian response plans, like other sectors, so the 
support was very limited, and that there are 
programs implemented in Aden Governorate 
through the concerned authorities. 

Finally, with the deterioration that occurred 
as a result of the conflict, the efforts of soci-
ety and organizations sought to try to restore 
remaining fisheries infrastructure to boost the 
sector’s productivity, even with the easiest 
necessary needs. The results of the evalua-
tion report on the level of achievement at the 
Ministry of Fisheries during the period 2018-
2020, that the amount of operating expenses 
that were monitored amounted to only 600,000 
riyals.

meni fish products. The number of factories 
have thus increased from 3 to 49, in addition 
to four fish canning factories with a freezing 
capacity of 1,213 tons and a storage capacity 
of 47,505 tons.

Al-Koni stressed that these factories have 
made a huge contribution to the employment 
of a number of working force. The fisheries 
sector is one of the productive sectors that 
achieve economic diversification in the coun-
try.

A Glimpse at the Most 
Important Factories

Al-Mukalla Fish Canning Factory (Al-
Gwaizi) is one of the oldest and most famous 
factories specialized in canning high-quality 
fish in the Middle East, and the first of its kind 
in the Arabian Peninsula. The factory was es-
tablished on November 30, 1969, and is 
specialized in exporting and canning fish by 

modern methods of the type of Yellowfin tuna 
(Thamad) that characterizes the Arabian Sea. 
It achieves large returns in hard currencies 
that contribute to supporting development 
programs in the country.

Ahmed Mohamed (one of the factory 
workers): The factory is currently going 
through various challenges due to the general 
situation of the country. The factory has sus-
pended many of the benefits and rights of the 
workers due to a decrease in the volume of 
revenues.

Shuqrah Fish Canning Factory
It was established in 1976 in the village of 

Shuqrah, which geographically belongs to the 
Abyan governorate located east of the city of 
Zinjibar and is under Khanfar district.

It is characterized by the increase in the 
amounts of fish caught and the abundance of 

fish resources, especially tuna and sardines, 
which are among the best types of fish. This 
made the state issue a directive to establish 
the factory to take advantage of the abun-
dance of fish and to give the city’s residents a 
chance to work, according to the information 
available on the official website of the man-
ufacturer.

In an explanatory report for the factory, it 
was stated that most of the factory’s opera-
tional machines were supported by Japan. 
The factory began producing two types of 
fish (tuna and sardines) in large quantities, 
with a production rate of nearly five tons per 
year. The number of essential workers in the 
factory reached 120 male and female work-
ers, in addition to the daily wage workers, 
approximately 70 to 100 workers from the 
most needy families from Shuqrah. The fac-
tory gave women an opportunity to partici-

pate. It reflected an important turning point 
in the economic growth of the city and the 
fishermen as the majority of the people of the 
area practice fishing as their main profession.

Challenges
The economist Abbas Al-Mashreqi says: 

The conflict in the country has led to the 
emergence of challenges for the fishing indus-
tries. The absence of support from the public 
and private sectors, the fish sector’s lack of 
storage facilities, receiving centers, means 
of power generation and the full experience 
of workers in how to use modern technolog-
ical means, were reflected in the workflow in 
those factories, most of which became unable 
to meet quality standards, whether in the local 
or foreign market.

In a study published by the Sana’a Cen-
ter for Strategic Studies in 2019, it was stat-
ed that the fish sector in Yemen faces many 

structural challenges that have limited its 
production and potential contributions to the 
national economy, and that the private sector 
infrastructure has suffered from low levels of 
development, in addition to the lack of inter-
est in developing human capabilities that sig-
nificantly contributed to increased challenges.

Due to the importance of the role of the 
private sector, within the framework of the 
initiative to reimagine the economy of Ye-
men; an expanded meeting that included a 
number of experts and specialists in the fish 
sector, was held in Hadhramout governor-
ate in 2019 to discuss the challenges facing 
the sector, to stress the need for cooperation 
between the government, the private sector, 
fishing communities, educational institutions 
and international actors, and to achieve sus-
tainable development and recover from the 
effects of the current conflict.
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By: Hanin Al-Wahsh
Sawt Al-Amal (Voice of Hope)

Within the framework of the role pro-
vided by the General Authority for Fish-
eries in the Gulf of Aden (Aden, Abyan 
and Lahij), Engineer Nael Al-Srouri, 
General Director of Fish Ports and Land-
ing Centers in the authority “, reviews for 
“Voice of Hope”: “the most prominent 
services that are provided to fishermen 
by communicating with associations that 
study the needs of fishermen and then 
present them to the Ministry which, in 
turn, provides the necessary support for 
fishermen through the coordination with 
organizations.”

Al- Srouri points out that the number 
of fishermen in the Gulf of Aden reached 
about 5,067 owner fishermen and two dis-
tributors, distributed among 17 associa-
tions in Aden.

For Abyan Governorate, the number 
of associations is 13, and the number of 
fishermen is 7000. In Lahj, there are only 
five associations, and the number of fish-
ermen is about 3000.

He adds: The fisheries are a major 
source of job opportunities for many 
young people. The governorate of Aden 
has made great strides in working in the 
fisheries sector which is a renewable sec-
tor; most of those who practice fishing 
are young people, university graduates, 

and those who live on the coastal strip. 
Therefore, the fisheries sector is highly 
important in employing and attracting 
young people who have been neglected 
by many sectors.

He affirms: that the fisheries sector 
is one of the promising and renewable 
sectors to achieve economic diversifica-
tion in the country, create renewable job 
opportunities, achieve the desired eco-
nomic growth in case of harnessing the 
available information to assess the fish-
ery stock, and activate the role of associ-
ations and cooperatives.

Voice of Hope obtained a copy of  the 
report of the General Authority for Fish-
eries in the Red Sea (Hajjah, Hodeidah 
and Taiz) for the year 2020. The report 
indicates that the number of fish asso-
ciations in the Red Sea reached 68, the 
number of boats reached 10,332, and the 
number of fishermen reached 46,334 in 
the coasts of the Red Sea.

Organizations Supporting Fishermen
In light of the current conditions that 

the country is going through, the Minis-
try of Agriculture and Fisheries has cre-
ated a partnership with various support-
ive parties to contribute to the revival of 
the fisheries sector by presenting several 
special projects in the Gulf of Aden and 
the Arabian Sea.

According to a report issued by the 
the ministry in 2020 on the role of orga-
nizations in supporting fishermen, “the 

United Nations Development Program 
in Yemen has contributed, through the 
Livelihood and Capacity Building Proj-
ect for small-scale fishermen who are the 
heads and breadwinners for their families 
in the cities of Aden and Hadhramout 
(2020-2022), in rebuilding livelihood 
opportunities for families affected by the 
conflict in the fishery sector, supporting 
families to improve their social condi-
tions and Adopting three strategies that 
provide self-education opportunities for 
small-scale fishermen in the field of re-
pair and maintenance, providing assets to 
improve access to fish, and building the 
capacity and skills of organizing small 
business.”

The report indicated: “the project tar-
geted small- scale fishermen, traders, 
markets and the Association of Fish, 
whose number in the two governorates 
reached 1,000 beneficiaries in skills of 
building fisheries assets, and 1,000 ben-
eficiaries in building entrepreneurial ca-
pabilities. In addition, 500 initial grants 
were distributed to support small busi-
nesses, providing 100 boats and engines 
and 500 fishing nets, with a budget of 
3,520,849 US dollars.

The Small and Micro Enterprise Pro-
motion Service (SMEPS) also provided 
support to 215 fishermen in Hadhramaut 
Governorate in 2020, with various equip-
ment: boats, engines, nets, containers and 
GPS

The report also mentioned that the Ku-
wait Society for Relief provided in 2021 
five large boats for 50 fishermen on the 
coast of Hadhramaut.

Associations Supporting Fishermen
“Hashem Al-Rabea, a public relations 

consultant and officer in the Sira Gulf 
Fishermen’s Fish Production Cooper-
ative Societies, and a fisherman in the 
Sirah area,” says: The number of own-
ers and individual fishermen affiliated 
with the association is about 843 fisher-
men in Aden. One of our most important 
tasks is to call for support and assistance 
through alleviating the suffering of the 
affected fishermen and those in need to 
the concerned authorities in the Ministry 
of Fisheries. Accordingly, the Ministry 
gives directions and provides the neces-
sary support to the fishermen.

He adds: Among the most prominent 
difficulties and obstacles that affect the 

progress of work is the rise in the price 
of fishery production supplies and equip-
ment and the price of fuels, which cause 
a large gap that cannot be bridged.

He stressed the need to control and 
regulate the activities of international 
organizations supporting fishermen in 
accordance with a clear working mech-
anism through which the needs of fisher-
men are correctly identified in advance, 
thus contributing to and benefiting from 
the process of catching fish, and improv-
ing the living and professional situation 
of the fisherman.

Fishermen’s Problems
“Mohammed Saeed Sayyad, 65 years 

old, one of the fishermen in the Brega 
area, says: I have been working in fish-
ing since I was young. Now, I have three 
children, one of them works with me in 
this field. Fishing is the only source of 
my livelihood. The percentage of profit 
varies every day, as it is not fixed. Some-
times the profit per day may reach 200 
thousand riyals, and sometimes we return 
without any gain.

He adds: There are many problems 
and obstacles we face, most of the time, 
as fishermen, represented in the inaction 
of associations most of the time,  the un-
equal distribution of support according to 
the fishermen’s needs, and the continu-
ous increase of exchange rate.

In order to find solutions to these prob-
lems, a fisherman proposes the establish-
ment of a monitoring committee on fish-
ermen’s associations to ensure that each 
fisherman receives his own needs.

Salam Ali, 45 years old, from Aden 
Governorate, one of the fishermen affil-

iated with the Rambo Bay Fishermen 
Co-operative in Al-Tawahi District, says: 
The most important needs and demands 
that the fisherman seeks is to provide fish-
ing equipment to be able to carry out his 
work in a safe manner. Despite constant 
calls for the associations to respond to our 
demands no one listen. The distribution 
of equipment continues to be unfair.

Youth Aspirations
Young people are not only satisfied 

with fishing, but also have common as-
pirations to develop their knowledge 
through the study of the seas and its hid-
den sciences.

Karim Al-Haddad, 20 years old, from 
Aden Governorate, says that fishery 
production is one of the most important 
axes in the fisheries sector, its importance 
increases amid the economic crisis that 
the country has been witnessing recently. 
It also constitutes a major asset in sup-
plying the national economy with hard 
currency, which must be taken care of in 
order to rise again.

He stressed that one of the most im-
portant problems facing the fisheries 
sector is the lack of a private academic 
college that teaches and bring out a spe-
cialized cadre familiar with this sector, 
and the lack of interest in developing pri-
vate institutes for this sector by the state 
and the supporting bodies.

Engineer Nael Al-Srouri,
General Director of Fish Ports and 
Landing Centers in the authority

ContributionContribution  ofof  FisheriesFisheries  toto  JobJob  CreationCreation  forfor  YoungYoung  PeoplePeople
One of the main determinants of the importance of any sector in 
the service of sustainable development is the extent to which it is 
able to include the largest possible number of workers and provide 
job opportunities, particularly, for young people in order to reduce 
unemployment and develop skills and capabilities.
The fisheries sector in Yemen greatly contributes to providing job 
opportunities for young people and improving their economic situa-
tion in the required manner, which helps to achieve sustainable food 
security. There are also supportive bodies that seek to target young 
fishermen by training and qualifying them in courses that develop 
their capabilities and enable them to develop themselves in this field.

“One of the 
problems and 
obstacles we face, 
most of the time, 
as fishermen is 
the inaction of 
associations; the 
fishermen’s needs 
are not equitably 
distributed.”
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The inhabitants of those areas depend 
on fishing as the main and only source of 
income and livelihood for themselves and 
their families. More than 40 villages and 
fish gatherings are spread along the coast 
of the Red Sea, which is 550 km long, 
from the Midi region in the north to Bab 
al-Mandab in the south, and more than 
(46334) fishermen work on more than 
(12,000) traditional fishing boats of differ-
ent sizes.

The head of the Fisheries Authority 
in the Red Sea, Khaled Al-Shamsi, told 

“Voice of Hope”: The number of fish soci-
eties and cooperatives operating in the Red 
Sea coast was estimated at (68) societies, 
including (44) societies in Al Hudaydah 
governorate, (19) in Taiz governorate, and 
(5) societies in Hajjah governorate, and 
the number of fishermen affiliated with the 
fishery societies is estimated at 20% of the 
total fishermen, and the remaining 80 rep-
resented unaffiliated individual fishermen.

Al-Shamsi reviews through a detailed 
report by “Voice of Hope” about the Au-
thority’s activity, saying: Among the most 
important types of fish that the Red Sea 
is famous for, and with great economic 
returns: Grouper fish (such as Hamoor, 
Kosher, Nagel), Emperor Red Snapper 
(Mergan), Emperor (Gahash), Narrow-
barred Spanish Mackerel (Derak), Co-
bia (Sakhlah), Longtali Tuna (Zainoop), 
Kawakawa (Shiriwa), Cod (kod), (Baiad), 
Sole Fish (Samakah Mousa), Bluespot 
Mullet (Arabi), Indian mackerel (Bagha), 
Sandbar Shark (Lakham), Indian White 
Shrimp (Gambari al-Sahili), Crab (Abu 
Maqas), ornamental fish, and others. The 
annual productivity of the Red Sea in the 

three coastal governorates is more than 
32 thousand tons of pelagic and demersal 
fish, crustaceans and mollusks.

Number of Fish Landing Centres
The fish landing centers in the Yemeni 

coasts are the main focal point for orga-
nizing the management of fish resources 
in the right way, as they contribute to 
preserving the fish wealth from indiscrim-
inate fishing. In this context, Al-Shamsi 
says: The current situation of the fish 
landing centers in the coastal strip in the 
Red Sea is not ideal and needs to be re-
organized and continuously evaluated to 
improve its management and develop ser-
vices in an appropriate manner in line with 
the volume of fish production on which it 
is located. There are (40) fish landing cen-
ters in the Red Sea region, of which (25) 
centers are in Al Hudaydah Governorate, 
(12) centers are in Taiz, and (3) centers are 
in Hajjah Governorate.

The Role of the Authority
Khaled Al-Shamsi says: The authority, 

which began its actual activity in 2013, 
stopped working during the current con-

flict for three years, which caused great 
damage to the infrastructure of the author-
ities and fish landing centers. Fishermen 
were harmed, and their boats were dam-
aged. In 2019, the work gradually began 
in the authority to normalize the ways of 
daily life in villages and fish gatherings, 
open the field of safe fishing in coordi-
nation with the relevant authorities, and 
search for funding bodies to implement 
rehabilitating of fish landing centers proj-
ects, and improve the quality of services 
provided to beneficiaries.

Challenges and Solutions
The fisheries sector in the Red Sea 

faces many difficulties and continuous 
challenges due to the unstable security sit-
uation in the country in general and in the 
coastal strip of the Red Sea in particular. 
The coastal areas of the Red Sea lack basic 
public services, such as clean drinking wa-
ter, education and health for all and lack of 
fisheries infrastructure services, including 
ports and weak capacities of cooperative 
work in fishermen’s communities.

Khaled Al Shamsi speaks through the 

Voice of Hope, saying: “With the per-
sistence of difficulties, the General Au-
thority for Fisheries in the Red Sea has 
reactivated the authority’s presence in 
some landing centers in the governorates 
of Taiz, Hodeidah and Hajjah, which num-
ber (16) fish landing centers and provided 
services to fishermen and their families 
to improve their standard of living, and 
practicing fishing in the Red Sea coast, 
which contributes to the improvement of 
the national economy and the sustainable 
development process of the country in 
such conditions.

Indiscriminate Fishing
Regarding the indiscriminate fishing 

carried out by some traditional fisher-
men in the coastal strip of the Red Sea, 
Al-Shamsi asserts that “indiscriminate 
fishing has greatly damaged the fishery 
stock and caused a significant decline in 
the quantities of fish production, the lack 
of supply of various fish in the markets, 
the increase in prices for citizens, the low 
income and wages of fishermen, and the 
lack of awareness of fishery regulations 

and guidelines.
Al-Shamsi points out that one of the 

manifestations of (indiscriminate) over-
fishing in the Red Sea is that some fish-
ermen use nets with small holes to shovel 
shrimp during the fishing season because 
these nets do not allow the young fish and 
shrimp larvae to escape during dredging, 
thus die or wasted; some fishermen use 
lighting when fishing by way of hover-
ing or magnifier; others practice fishing 
during the breeding seasons (the period 
of biological rest for fish), in addition to 
practicing illegal fishing represented in 
the presence of unlicensed foreign fish-
ing boats that steal, loot and tamper with 
wealth.

Al-Shamsi added: “Protecting fisheries 
from indiscriminate fishing is the respon-
sibility of everyone without exception, 
and we need to combine all efforts to elim-
inate this phenomenon and implement the 
law effectively.”

Support and Organizations
Khaled Al-Shamsi believes that some 

of the supporting bodies - local and in-
ternational - during the past periods have 
helped alleviate the suffering of fishermen 
by rehabilitating the fish landing sites, 
providing basic services in some villages 
such as water, education and health, dis-
tributing small fishing boats, fishing nets, 
ice keeper for fish/ fish cooler, and safety 
equipment and tools, besides providing 
food baskets and seeking to implement 
a fish farming project, especially in the 
city of Mokha and Khokha, which will be 
implemented by the Abs Organization for 
Development and funded by the German 
government.
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An Overview of the Role of the Fisheries Authority in the Red Sea in Preserving Fish Wealth
The coastal strip in the Red 

Sea region in western Yemen 
is one of the marine areas 
rich in unique fish resources 
in the world. There are more 
than 900 species of fish and 
marine organisms in those 
areas. It is characterized by 
the presence of more than 
300 types of coral reefs due to 
its natural ingredients such as 
the presence of more than 155 
marine islands and the natu-
ral environment suitable for 
the reproduction and growth 
of various marine organisms.
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The coasts of Yemen in the Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden and 
the Arabian Sea are rich with a diverse and renewable fish re-
sources that contributes to covering the local market with fish 
and exporting important types of fish and other marine species 
to international markets.

Fisheries is not only an important source of food security, 
but an integrated economic activity. The fish sector supports 
nearly 10% of the total population; that is, about 250,000 fami-
lies. However, the inadequacy of the sector in recent years due 
to high fuel prices, weakness in resource utilization potentials, 
and the shortage of electricity supply were reflected in the high 
operating costs and the lack of investments directed towards 
the sector, which led to the deterioration of fishermen’s income 
and the decrease in their standard of living.

In another direction, there was a need to increase the quan-
tities of catches to meet the living requirements. This led to 
an unsustainable exploitation of natural resources, which neg-
atively affected the stock, coinciding with the weakness of 
the maritime control and inspection system and the increase 
in illegal and unlicensed fishing. At the post-catch level, value 
chain operations were hampered by high operating costs. The 
increase in demand over supply led to an unjustified increase 
in fish, which exceeds the purchasing power of most citizens. 
All of this and other need to reconsider the mechanism of man-
aging the sector in a way parallel to pumping investments in 
underdeveloped areas , thus bringing about a paradigm shift 
for the sector, which will provide various job opportunities for 
youth employment and a wide sector of the population

The state in general has been busy, not taking advantage of 
the fishery sector. We know that the foreign funding, loans and 
grants that were pumped into the sector in the past 30 years did 
not exceed $100 million, which is a small amount compared 
to the financial allocations provided to other sectors, which 
contributed to keeping the infrastructure and the development 
components neglected and leading to the low adequacy of the 
fisheries sector.

In order to achieve qualitative progress in the development 
of the fisheries sector, the following steps should be taken:

1- Re-establishing the fisheries administration and evaluat-
ing its performance.

2- Updating the national strategy for the development of 
the fisheries sector, addressing its main axes in the Ministry’s 
programs and plans as they are prerequisites that have not been 
implemented, and making them a guide for the Ministry’s 
work, even if leaders are changed, and circulating them to the 
Ministry of Planning and the Yemeni communities to attract 
national investments to the sector.

3- Re-doing an inventory of the infrastructure financed by 
the World Bank, the European Union, the Rural Development 
Project and the Encouragement Fund and assessing the level of 
their operation and scheduling their maintenance; in prepara-
tion for presenting them for successful operation, noting that 
most of them were established with loans and distributed to 
associations, without clarity on the mechanism for repaying 
loans from associations.

 4- Taking a decision by the Council of Ministers compel-
ling the Ministry of Finance to disburse allocations for efforts 
to rehabilitate the fisheries sector. 

Fishery Resources… 
A Valuable Wealth

Dr. Hana Rashid Ahmed
Marine Science Authority.
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The results of a public opinion 
poll carried out by the Media De-
partment of the Yemen Informa-
tion Center on the importance of 
fisheries in Yemen showed that 
the extent of the impact of fisher-
ies revenues, if properly utilized, 
on the national product compared 
to oil wealth is very large, with 
84% of the respondents’ opinions.

98% of the participants in the 
“Voice of Hope” newspaper poll 
confirm that the fish sector is very 
important in the development 
process of the country, and 59% 
believe that it will contribute to 
providing job opportunities for 
young people, especially during 
the current situation. The partic-
ipants also believe that the fish 
sector has provided an adequate 
coverage for the process of fish 
investment in Yemen by 64%.

The results also shows that 
88% of the participants say that 
the process of implementing leg-
islation which regulate fishing on 
the ground is not activated, and 
43 % of the participants say that 
the role of coastal women in the 
process of supporting the fisheries 
sector lies in the implementation 
of their own small projects that 
contribute to supporting the sec-
tor.

93% of the participants af-
firm that indiscriminate fishing 
has contributed substantially to 
the deterioration of the fisheries 
sector due to the weak role of 
oversight and inspection, the con-
tinuation of the conflict, and the 
ignorance of citizens, fishermen 
and piracy. 51% also believe that 
the role of civil society organiza-
tions is weak with regard to sup-
porting the development of fish 
production.


